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OUR MISSION
The mission of Denver Botanic Gardens is to connect people with plants, especially plants from the 
Rocky Mountain region and similar regions around the world, providing delight and enlightenment 
to everyone.

The four core values of the Gardens – transformation, relevance, diversity and sustainability – 
spell out the Gardens’ intentions in the years ahead. These core values, along with the Gardens’ 
brand platform, strategy, icon and capital campaign, are cohesive and serve as a map to  
chart our course. With the support of friends, we set out to ensure Denver Botanic Gardens  
will forever flourish.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CEO
There are years that take on an everlasting meaning. They usually 
signal major historic shifts, like 1066 or 1776. Sometimes they are  
just unusually difficult, like 2020. And then there are those years that 
serve a particular function. For the Gardens, 2023 was the year of the 
new foundation. 

After an incredible effort to blast through the difficulties of 2020,  
the Gardens’ team was poised and ready to go. By 2023, the  
Freyer – Newman Center finally reached its true use, chock full of 
classes, exhibits, movies, eager library users and scientists in the labs 
and herbaria. 

In fact, many records were set in 2023 – highest annual attendance, 
largest household membership, largest operating budget, biggest 
number of amazing volunteers, and highest, well every indicator, at 
Chatfield Farms.

With the support of the citizens of the City and County of Denver, as 
well as generous donors, we completed three reenvisaged habitat 
gardens on the south side of the York Street location. And on the 
sustainability front, we made huge headway with water savings. First, 
by relining the waterfall and stream connecting Monet Pool and the 
Japanese Garden, we are now conserving over a million gallons of 
water. Then, remarkably, simply by removing most of the lawn along 
the east side of York Street and replacing it with xeric plants, we are 
saving 100,000 gallons a year.

And the engine behind all this progress? The Gardens’ staff is a truly 
exceptional team, who continuously build a culture of caring, respect, 
kindness, forgiveness, and, yes, love – love for the people and mission 
we serve, love of possibilities and the healing power of nature. That 
is the power behind a record number of community partners we now 
celebrate – over 200. With each, we strive for authentic and reciprocal 
support of one another, and the results give our team a deep sense of 
purpose, which is a pretty wonderful way to live.

Now we see big visions for 2024 and beyond, with the underlying 
dream of a better world.

Onward.

Brian Vogt 
CEO
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BY THE NUMBERS
VISITORS

Total annual attendance 1,434,573

MEMBER

Member households  55,503

STAFF

Full-time, part-time and seasonal  362

LIVING COLLECTIONS

Families  246

Genera 2,283

Species  11,186

Taxa  20,238

Accessions  38,945

INDEX SEMINUM

Institutions from which seeds  
 were received  5

Accessions  34 
 Denver Botanic Gardens did not  
 have a seed offering in 2023 through 
 Index Seminum

PLANT DISTRIBUTIONS 

Distributions made  717

Institutions that received distributions  36 
 International recipients France, U.K. 
 and Australia

PCC seed lot distributions  
 from Tajikistan  425

Institutions that received distributions  13

PCC seed lot distributions  
 from Uzbekistan  189

Institutions that received distributions  9

Seed lot distributions from Quercus      
 welshii expedition (Utah & Arizona)  71

Institutions that received distributions  12

Accessions of Syringa for    
 cultivar preservation  10

Institutions that received  
 aquatic plant divisions  3

Seed lots shared with University 
 of Dundee, Scotland  32

THERAPEUTIC HORTICULTURE 

Total number of people served  509

Total volunteer hours to program  171

Participants in Rocky Mountain Cancer  
 Center Walks,1 per season  40

Participants in Rocky Mountain Cancer  
 Center Bonsai program  12

Participants in Shuttle Program,          
 Cutting Garden  36

Participants in 12 SPARK!  
 Alzheimer’s Association programs  60

Participants in 12 offsite visits 
 to Kavod Senior Living  60

Participants in 14 Sensory   
 Adventures programs  206

Participants in 3 Sensory Adventures  
 on the Road programs  75

Vocational trainees from Joshua School  6

Vocational trainees from REVEL 4

Vocational trainees for  
 Garden Autism Services  9

Vocational trainee for Self-  
 Determination Village (DPS)  1

URBAN FOOD INITIATIVES

Community Garden pounds  
 of produce donated  1,200 
 Recipient: SAME Café

Community Garden gardeners  108

Total number of  
 Community Garden plots  90

Individuals who received free or  
 donation-based produce from    
 Mariposa Grow Garden  827 
 Recipients: Sun Valley and    
 Mariposa neighborhoods

Pounds of produce donated  3,250

Community Supported Agriculture 
 Pounds of produce grown  70,000+ 
  15% donated to low/no-cost    

partnerships 
Recipients: SAME Café, We Don’t    
Waste, Denver Housing Authority, 
Metro Caring and more   

HERBALISM PROGRAM

Participants in 2 introductory  
 classes  140

Participants in 23 certificate    
 program classes  23

Participants in 4 Sip and Stroll    
 Herb tours  60

CHATFIELD FARMS

Total attendance 204,252 
 3% increase over 2022

CHATFIELD FARMS 
HORTICULTURE

New plant  
 locations mapped  1,243

Unique accessions  1,009

Butterfly House visitors  23,119 
 21% increase over 2022

SPECIAL EVENTS

Spring Plant Sale
Total attendance  14,672 
Individual plants sold  57,700+ 
Gross revenue  $564,579

Summer Concert Series &  
Evenings al Fresco
Total concerts  10 
Total concert attendance  27,472 
Total Evenings  10 
Total Evenings attendance 11,601

Lavender Festival
Total attendance  12,573 
 New record 
Total vendors  70 
Gross revenue  $175,444

Fall Plant & Bulb Sale
Total attendance  9,362 
Individual plants sold  13,934 
Gross revenue  $131,174

Hop Festival
Total attendance  1,092

Corn Maze
Total attendance  60,663 
Gross revenue  $506,448

Pumpkin Festival
Total attendance  39,082 
Pumpkins sold  26,540 
Total vendors  55 
Gross revenue  $666,416
Glow at the Gardens™

Total attendance  22,020 
Gross revenue  $548,836

Blossoms of Light®

Total attendance  195,000+ 
Gross revenue  $4,194,536 
 14% increase over 2022

Trail of Lights
Total attendance  44,287 
 New record 
Gross revenue  $600,615

PRIVATE EVENTS

York Street 
Total events  505 
Gross revenue  $1,925,148 
 New record 
Total attendance  66,913

Chatfield Farms 
Total events  151 
Gross revenue  $580,940

RESEARCH & CONSERVATION

Total accessions across natural      
 history collections  103,166

New accessions  3,919

Number of newly  
 planted trees surveyed,  
 High Line Canal  272

BLM GRASSLAND 
RESTORATION EXPERIMENT 
CHATFIELD FARMS

Number of length  
 measurements taken  1,688

Number of plants observed to               
 be flowering  30,468

Gigabytes of Ericameria nauseousa  
 genomic data sequenced  678

BLM GRASSLAND 
RESTORATION EXPERIMENT 
CAÑON CITY

Artemisia frigida seedlings counted in          
 Cañon City restoration plot  5,501 
 From 186,000 seeds sown in 2022

SEED CONSERVATION

Number of species collected  10

Number of plants collected from  671

Number of seeds collected  32,183

RARE PLANT DEMOGRAPHIC 
MONITORING

Astragalus microcymbus, number  
 of fruits counted  2,976

Sclerocactus glaucus, number  
 of flowers counted  1,619

Penstemon harringtonii, number  
 of fruits counted  7,151

Penstemon harringtonii, number  
 of rosettes counted  1,280

Number of GitHub repositories  
 created or updated  21

SCHOOL OF BOTANICAL  
ART & ILLUSTRATION 

Number of online and  
 onsite programs  203

Total number of students  2,722

LEARNING ENGAGEMENT

Scheduled tours  362

Total tour attendance  2,210

Private tours  56

Private tour attendance  1,048

Visitors engaged by  
 roving volunteers  7,759

Visitors who engaged with Science Chats  
 and Learning Carts  30,957

Nerdy Naturalist Instagram videos  43 
 35 in English, 8 in Spanish 
 Unique views  1,417,500

EDUCATION

Participants in adult education  
 programs  17,000 
 New record

Total number of  
 schoolchildren served  23,957

Total number of schools served  364

Number attending programs at  
 Chatfield Farms  5,000

Number attending programs  
 at PCC  3,000+

Number served at schools  30,000+

Participants in Family and  
 Children’s programs  13,000+

Attendance at Strolling Stories at  
 Chatfield Farms  500+

Family and homeschool programs  
 at PCC  1,000+

Total attendance to Ghosts in  
 the Gardens  4,169

EDUCATION (continued)

Gross revenue Ghosts in  
 the Gardens  $128,090

Pounds of produce donated  
 by PCC heirloom garden  509 
 Recipients: Aurora foodbanks 

Pounds of produce used in  
 onsite programming  100

HELEN FOWLER LIBRARY

Interlibrary loans received  37

Interlibrary loans provided  57

Items checked out  3,076

Items renewed  1,007

Items used in library  2,159

Journals accessed (JSTOR)  1,361

Other e-resources used  267

New eBook registrations  97

New items added to collection  993

New patrons  388

Reference and general questions  410

Archives questions  53

Study and reading  
 room reservations  509

Visitors to the library  10,161

COMMUNICATIONS

Total pageviews for  
 botanicgardens.org  12.6 million

Website visits via mobile device  68%

Botanic Buzz monthly e-news  
 subscribers  132,000

Total email subscribers  163,000 

Total social media impressions  30 million 

Total press stories  5,000



IDEA CENTER FOR PUBLIC GARDENS
The IDEA (Inclusion, Diversity, Equity & Accessibility) Center for Public Gardens™ is an initiative 
between Denver Botanic Gardens and the American Public Gardens Association (the Association), 
with support from the Institute of Museum and Library Services, to help public gardens become 
places for all. In 2023, the Center graduated two cohorts, totaling 31 organizations in the U.S., 
Canada and the U.K. The third cohort launches in June 2024. 

Additionally, the Center offered financial support. It awarded more than $10,000 in scholarships 
to attend the Association’s annual conference and $15,000 in IDEA internships to help diversify 
employment opportunities at the Gardens. 

Articles published by the Center appeared in the Association’s magazine, Public Garden; 
Sibbaldia: International Journal of Horticulture; and Botanic Gardens Conservation International’s 
education review, Roots.

Lastly, the resources page on the Center’s website launched, which includes case studies and 
toolkits from cohort program projects. 

INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVES
In February, board member Papa Dia led a trip to Senegal with three staff members: Phillip 
Douglas, director of horticulture and Center for Global Initiatives; Jennifer Riley-Chetwynd, director 
of marketing and social responsibility, co-director One World One Water Center (OWOW); and 
Billy Kanaly, film director. The team explored opportunities for Denver Botanic Gardens to assist 
in the development of a botanic garden and sustainable agriculture systems. OWOW partners 
with the U.N. Food & Agriculture Organization’s (FAO) Global Framework on Water Scarcity 
in Agriculture (WASAG). Meetings the following week with the U.N. FAO’s Dakar office and 
participation in the WASAG conference in Praia, Cape Verde, identified potential technical and 
financial support for this project. 

The Taiwanese Academy of Ecology invited Phillip Douglas and representatives from the 
International Oak Society, Global Conservation Consortium for Oaks, Westonbirt Arboretum, 
Alliance for Conservation Tree Genomics and Botanic Gardens Conservation International to 
visit forested areas of Taiwan with great diversity in the family Fagaceae. Participants held a 
symposium in Taipei advocating for conservation strategies to protect vulnerable forest systems. 
A statement of support for these conservation measures was presented to both the president and 
legislature of Taiwan. 

Douglas and Mike Bone, associate director & curator of steppe collections, traveled to Argentina 
in November to meet with staff from the Instituto Nacional De Tecnologia Agropecuaria (INTA). The 
Gardens secured a new agreement with INTA that allows for joint plant breeding and introduction.

Additionally, the Gardens shared 32 seed lots with University of Dundee in Scotland to build a 
North American plant collection focused on the shortgrass prairie. 

Breaking Ice performance, Pillsbury House Theatre, 2023 American Public Gardens Association Conference
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Baobab tree, Senegal. Photo: Jennifer Riley-Chetwynd

https://www.ideacenterforpublicgardens.org/resources/
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HORTICULTURE
The American Public Gardens Association-U.S. Forest Service Tree Gene Conservation Grant for 
Quercus welshii was successfully completed after a third trip to Utah and Arizona and further 
collaboration with local experts. Eight accessions of acorns and two accessions of cuttings of 
Quercus welshii were taken. Two accessions of Quercus turbinella were collected. Vouchers were 
collected from four additional non-fruiting sites. Acorns are growing in the Gardens’ greenhouse 
for future planting or distribution to collaborators, in addition to 71 seed lots shared with 12 
institutions. 

As part of the Sustainable Landscape Services program, turf along York Street at the Gardens was 
replaced with water-smart landscaping. The program also worked on various design projects with 
municipalities, nonprofit and for-profit organizations. Among the 18 organizations served in 2023 
were the Clyfford Still Museum, Resource Central Garden in a Box, City of Castle Pines, Colorado 
Department of Public Health, Parkwood Meadows HOA, Cottonwood Plains Elementary School 
and others. 

National Public Radio featured the Gardens’ work propagating a rose plant discovered at Amache 
National Historic Site.

A viral TikTok video tested the strength of the Gardens’ Victoria amazonica waterlily leaves. 
Multiple public gardens and zoos around the world joined in and a much larger 2024 Waterlily 
Weigh Off is planned.

URBAN FOOD INITIATIVES
Denver Botanic Gardens is committed to increasing access to fresh, healthy food through multiple 
community-based projects. The Temporary Grow Garden in Sun Valley was completed in August, 
positioned perfectly behind Sun Valley’s People’s Hub where residents come for a variety of 
workshops and community events. Though the garden wasn’t in production, the farmstand served 
more than 30 individuals weekly, with mustard greens and collard greens being the most popular 
item at the stand. A pollinator garden and overwintering habitat were also planted and will 
continue to be developed in 2024. 

For its eighth year, the Beginning Market Farmers Certificate course ran from May – September, 
and had six participants, most of whom were women of color. Students attended a series of 
lectures and hands-on workshops throughout the season taught by Gardens and CSU staff as well 
as area farmers. Workshops are held on farms to expose participants to as many different farming 
models as possible. 

The Chatfield Farms CSA contributed in-kind support to various organizations. Educational farm 
tours, free admission and facility use for special events and fresh lavender was donated to 
Frontline Farms, a local food justice and farmer advocacy group. Tours, outreach events and youth 
engagement were organized for Spirit of the Sun, an Indigenous-led nonprofit, as was cold storage 
support for the organization’s fresh produce delivery program. Lastly, event space was donated to 
Mile High Farmers’ Producers Summit, an annual conference that educates and supports Denver 
farmers and producers. 

https://www.botanicgardens.org/our-impact/sustainable-landscape-services
https://www.botanicgardens.org/education/adult-programs/beginning-farmers-core-curriculum-hands-on-workshops
https://www.botanicgardens.org/our-impact/food-programs/chatfield-farms-csa-program
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REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE, RESTORATION & ARBORICULTURE
Chatfield Farms’ compost program diverted more than 100 tons of organic matter from the landfill, 
25% more than in 2022. 

The second year of a soil-mapping project with interns from University of Colorado Denver was 
completed. A series of physical soil tests was conducted to evaluate the soil’s water absorption 
and retention capabilities, and the results were mapped to compare the effects of regenerative 
versus traditional soil management. This annual project culminated in a worm count (an indicator 
of healthy soil). The results revealed 392 worms, nearly three times the amount found in 2022 over 
the same 20 datapoints.

Microscopy assessments of soil and compost were conducted, quantifying and recording 
populations’ beneficial bacteria, fungi, nematodes and protozoa.

Phase four of a multiple-year restoration project surrounding the Open Air Chapel was completed. 
Once finished, the 1.5-acre meadow will support native grasses and wildflowers not only for 
aesthetics, but also as a habitat for pollinators and other beneficial insects.

Assistant Manager of Natural Areas and Arboriculture Erik Geyer spoke at the Colorado Native 
Plant Society and the International Society of Arboriculture’s annual conference. His article “Trees, 
Water, and Native Plants” was published in Arborist News magazine.

THE HELEN FOWLER LIBRARY  
2023 was the year the library was rediscovered by members, staff and the public at large. The 
positioning in the Freyer – Newman Center, which is accessible without an admission ticket, and 
services helped drive overall visitation up 37%. Visitors appreciated the availability of the study 
rooms (80% reservation increase), asked more questions (41% increase) and used more e-resources 
(43% increase). This was also the first year since the Freyer – Newman Center opened that Colorado 
Master Gardeners returned to in-person hours at the new the Gardening Help office.  

The library collaborated with Colorado Public Radio’s Turn the Page with Colorado Matters, hosting 
Colorado author Camille Dungy. Her discussion with host Ryan Warner about her book, “Soil: The 
Story of a Black Mother’s Garden,” attracted an audience of Gardens members, CPR listeners, Rocky 
Mountain Land Library supporters and Blair-Caldwell African American Research Library patrons. 

In addition to its own programming (like Nature Tales Story Time, Meet a Rare Book and Literature 
of the Land), the library also participated in Creative Convenings in April, hosted the Arbor Day 
Poster contest winners with Colorado Tree Coalition, offered a Teen Takeover with Gardens Teen 
Leaders and supported Raptor Day with the Raptor Education Foundation. Lastly, the Botanicycle 
made its debut on Earth Day, raising awareness for the library and bringing books into the 
Gardens for visitors to enjoy. 

Open Air Chapel meadow. Photo: Erik Geyer

https://www.botanicgardens.org/helen-fowler-library/library-programs
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RESEARCH & CONSERVATION 
Research revealed an undescribed species of thistle endemic to the La Sal Mountains of Utah. The 
newly described Cirsium tukuhnikivatzicum, or La Sal thistle, is named for Mount Tukuhnikivatz, 
part of the La Sal Mountain range. Tukuhnikivatz is the Ute word for “where the sun sets last,” thus 
the name pays tribute to the legacy of use of the La Sal Mountains by indigenous people.

Through collaboration with the U.S. Bureau of Land Management and more than a decade of 
studying population dynamics, the federally listed cactus, Sclerocactus glaucus, was found to be 
stable and resilient to both climate change and threats from energy development. As a result, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife service recommended delisting, thus removing it from the Endangered 
Species Act. This delisting garnered a lot of regional press. The Gardens will continue to monitor 
the species for a minimum of 10 years. 

A new project commenced in 2022 to assess genetic appropriateness of native species for large-
scale restoration efforts, specifically focused on grasslands. Seed from of four native species was 
grown in a large common garden experiment at Chatfield Farms. The adaptive potential of species 
to respond to climate change was tested through warming and watering experiments. In 2023, 
data was collected on the second year of growth, survival, phenology and reproduction. These 
data will help in understanding the ability of restored populations to adapt to future environmental 
change.

A large collaborative project was initiated to study the effectiveness of transplanting a rare plant 
out of harm’s way. Expansion of a road for power line maintenance in western Colorado threaten 
the endangered species Penstemon penlandii. Over the next three years, monitoring will be done 
regarding the survival and growth of transplanted individuals relative to plants not transplanted.

Green stormwater infrastructure (GSI) makes use of natural features, namely vegetation and soil, 
to hold or move stormwater in ways that benefit both humans and the environment. GSI along the 
High Line Canal in Denver was studied to explore whether naturally occurring plant communities 
can slow, spread and sink water to achieve desired GSI function. Initial results found that canal 
vegetation stabilized soils, and shrubs promoted deep-water infiltration.
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COLLECTIONS 
The Cirsium funkiae, or funky thistle, was the 100,000th specimen accessioned into the natural 
history collections of the Gardens.  

By the end of the year, 16 months had been completed of a 20-month IMLS grant (MA-251823-
OMS-22) funding the creation of a new acquisition system for the living plant collections. The first 
phase developed a program to collect data associated with wild collections using a tablet. This 
new program was used to collect wild data for both international and domestic expeditions during 
the last quarter of 2023. The second phase, which is the creation of a web tool for collecting 
plant-ordering information, was in development and early testing at the end of the year. 

Horticulturist Elena Shtern, Director of Outreach & Senior Curator Panayoti Kelaidis and Director 
of Horticulture and Center for Global Initiatives Phillip Douglas joined Johan Nilson of Gothenburg 
Botanic Garden on a plant collecting expedition to Uzbekistan. Partnering with the National 
Academy of Sciences in Tashkent, staff collected geophytes and other herbaceous perennials to 
add to the Gardens’ steppe plant collections. 

Twelve artworks in a variety of media were accessioned to the art collections. Four were from 
exhibiting artists, five from Land Line Artists in Residence and three from private donors. An 
enhanced and integrated environmental monitoring system was installed throughout gallery and 
non-living collections spaces. A new From the Vault program series launched to introduce visitors to 
permanent art collections.

Two major technical systems in the Helen Fowler Library were updated and replaced. The 
electronic catalog was replaced with a modern system, creating a more user-friendly web 
experience. The entirety of the library collection’s records was transferred to the new system. 
The circulating collection received RFID tags, like those adopted by many public libraries, to be 
compatible with the new system. Each book or volume required a tag affixed by a librarian and 
connected to the item record. The tagging took 184 hours. These updates are expected to keep 
the collection accessible to members for years to come and are already saving money in annual 
operating costs. Despite this ongoing technical work, the collection grew on pace with 2022. 

Cirsium funkiae, funky thistle

https://www.botanicgardens.org/our-collections/natural-history-collections
https://www.botanicgardens.org/our-collections/natural-history-collections
https://www.botanicgardens.org/our-collections/living-plant-collections
https://www.botanicgardens.org/our-collections/art-collections
https://www.botanicgardens.org/helen-fowler-library/library-collections
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ART EXHIBITIONS 
Eight exhibitions were presented in the Freyer – Newman Center 
galleries: Melanie Yazzie: Peace Walking; Ansel Adams: Early 
Works; Renewal: Sculptures by Tamara Kostianovsky; Justin 
Favela: Vistas in Color; Indigo; Golden Legacy: 80 Years of 
Golden Books; Tropical Paintings of Manabu Saito; and Tanya 
Marcuse: Laws of Nature. 

Five traveling exhibitions organized by the Gardens circulated 
to other institutions in Arizona, Colorado, Georgia, Illinois and 
Wyoming—including La Calavera Catrina, Golden Opportunity 
and Fares Micue: Dreams in Bloom. Viewing stones were 
presented in a pop-up exhibition in partnership with the Rocky 
Mountain Bonsai Society. 

The Science Pyramid was augmented with a custom display 
behind the Science Chat desk, offering additional space  
for specimen display and enhanced promotion for  
educational activities.

ART & LEARNING ENGAGEMENT
In partnership with local nonprofit The Word for Diversity, the 
Exhibitions Department co-hosted the annual kickoff event in 
September for the National Endowment for the Arts’ Big Read 
campaign, with live music, slam poetry, free books and vendors. 
More than 300 people attended. The Gardens also participated 
in Denver Arts Week’s Night at the Museums. The Freyer – 
Newman Center was open and free for all from 5-10 p.m. with 
engaging activities, live music, films, cooking lessons and  
art demonstrations. 

The Gardens’ guide on Bloomberg Connects launched in 
November, joining an international network of more than 400 
museums and cultural institutions on the free mobile app. Staff 
presented as part of the Cities Summit of the Americas Urban Live Lab symposium, as well as at 
the American Alliance of Museums (AAM) conference. Gardens exhibitions were featured in AAM’s 
Museum magazine and Public Garden magazine.

The Land Line artist residency program hosted six resident artists: Kiki Gaffney, Yojiro Imasaka, 
Aisha Imdad, Cherish Marquez and Marcia Stuermer. The artists in residence created works in a 
variety of media including photography, watercolors and emergent technology. 

(Continued on next page)

Justin Favela: Vistas in Color

Tamara Kostianovsky with her sculpture Redwood

 exhibition
Indigo exhibition
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The School of Botanical Art & Illustration (SBAI) expanded offerings to include bilingual courses 
and brought in out-of-state visiting instructors. Six students received certificates in botanical 
illustration. SBAI graduates displayed their work in a dedicated showcase. 

The new program Gallery to Greenery paired an art curator with a horticultural curator to lead an 
intersecting conversation with visitors, examining the similarities and differences of how they view 
one another’s disciplines.  

Community collaborations with the Nerdy Naturalist Instagram series included posts with Tyler 
Thrasher and the Denver Museum of Nature & Science’s Paleobotany Department, Boulder Museum 
of Contemporary Art, Longmont Museum and Agricultural Heritage Center (as part of the multi-
location exhibition agriCULTURE: Art Inspired by the Land).

New interpretive signage included Willow Glade: In Celebration of Brandon Mandelbaum as 
well as multiple locations at Chatfield Farms—the Oak Savanna restoration project, compost 
demonstration site and climate change-related signage throughout the property among them. 

SPANISH/BILINGUAL INITIATIVES &  
LATINO COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
Nerdy Naturalist Nature Walks debuted with casual science communication in Spanglish at 
city parks and on Mount Goliath. Free tours of York Street in Spanish were available throughout 
the year. Eight Spanish language Instagram reels were published, with “Chocolate en Español” 
gaining 61,500 views on TikTok. 42,272 English words were translated into Spanish for signage, 
interpretation, exhibitions, marketing and events. 

The new series Yo Soy (I Am) was introduced. This year-long curation of exhibitions and events 
served as a platform to showcase the multifaceted aspects of Latino cultures, locally and globally. 
The Gardens hosted a variety of programs that included art exhibits, workshops and activities, 
both onsite and within the community. One highlight was Yo Soy Arte: Calacas y Catrinas, a 
partnership with Aurora Public Libraries featuring displays of the Gardens’ catrinas and related 
programming at library branches and onsite at the Gardens. Another was Yo Soy Comunidad, 
a partnership with Soccer City in Aurora celebrating Día de los Muertos, which engaged nearly 
50,000 community members through programming, events and art exhibitions.

Graduates from the School of Botanical Art & Illustration

Yo Soy Arte: Calacas y Catrinas

https://www.botanicgardens.org/education/school-botanical-art-illustration
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DEVELOPMENT
More than 2,300 people donated over $1,600,000 to support the Gardens’ general operations. A 
single gift of $500,000 named the new Willow Glade in honor of Brandon Mandelbaum. Donors 
dedicated 21 benches for a total of $275,000. The Mordecai family matched Colorado Gives 
Day gifts up to $60,000, and multiple donors contributed to double fall campaign gifts, increasing 
donations to $155,000.

Contributing Memberships reached a record of 101 members, resulting in $462,590. The program 
has seen a 28% increase in membership between 2020-2023, a testament to the growing support 
from individual donors.  

Corporate Partnerships experienced remarkable growth: Corporate memberships surpassed 140, 
including 40 nonprofit organizations, fostering greater community engagement. New sponsors 
included eBikes USA and Denver Water. Steadfast supporters like UMB Bank, Xcel Energy, 
CU Medicine, Polestar Denver and more enriched visitors’ understanding of environmental 
stewardship, health and wellness through aligned messaging and onsite presences. Corporate 
revenue soared to over $665,000, supplemented by invaluable in-kind donations exceeding 
$150,000 from companies like United Airlines, Elevated Third, Butler Rents and Halcyon, a hotel 
in Cherry Creek. Together, these partnerships empowered the Gardens to expand reach and 
deepen community impact.

Confirmed legacy commitments through wills and revocable living trusts (RLTs) grew to total an 
anticipated $1.9 million and an additional $2.5 million in identified gift intents received through an 
online tool supported by a partnership with FreeWill. Individuals who share with the Gardens their 
planned gift intentions may join the Gardens’ legacy society, Perennial Friends. The generosity of 
Perennial Friends helps ensure Denver Botanic Gardens’ stability for future generations. 

Fête des Fleurs raised $512,920 to support the Gardens’ core outreach programs through  
the generosity of corporate sponsors, including GH Phipps, Andrisen Morton, Polestar Denver  
and attendees. 

FUNDRAISING FOR CHATFIELD FARMS
More than $4.75 million was raised for the Chatfield Farms Master Development Plan. This 
included a gift from Robert and Judi Newman to name the Welcome Center and a matching 
gift from board member Cory Freyer that raised over $500,000. This funded Phase 1 of the 
project (construction for the Welcome Center, new parking areas, Market Square and new public 
restrooms, which began in early 2024). 

The Denver Department of Health and Environment (DDPHE) funded operations at Chatfield Farms 
with a three-year grant for $87,046, underwriting the organization’s ability to store and deliver 
more produce to outreach partnerships. This support ensured that deliveries ran on a timely 
schedule, provided for more staff support and expanded cold storage for Urban Food Initiatives. 

Following the successful conclusion of a planning grant for the rehabilitation of Hildebrand Ranch, 
the Colorado State Historical Fund granted additional funding of $250,000 for Phase 1 of the 
rehabilitation process. The phase includes the stables, milk barn and granary and will conclude in 
summer 2024.

Rendering of Market Square, Chatfield Farms Master Development Plan
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SPECIAL EVENTS
Music at the Gardens, produced in partnership with Swallow 
Hill Music, featured the Summer Concert Series and Evenings 
al Fresco for 20 nights of live music. Headlining the Summer 
Concert Series were artists such as Fitz and the Tantrums, 
Andy Grammer, Esperanza Spalding and Santigold. Evenings 
al Fresco, more intimate in size, featured local artists that 
celebrated Juneteenth, Pride and the AAPI communities. 

Fall events were met with success. Pumpkin Festival at Chatfield 
Farms was called one of the best pumpkin patches in the U.S. 
by Wide Open Country. Glow at the Gardens™ continued to 
be a tour de force and all six nights sold out nearly a month 
in advance. “Glow Before Dark” launched, offering daytime 
guests the chance to view the décor. Additionally, the path was 
extended, with five new décor areas added, including Medusa’s 
Garden, Rock Alpine Apparitions and Dinosaur Graveyard. 

New records were set. At Chatfield Farms, the new Hop Festival 
contributed to the largest attended opening weekend of Corn 
Maze. This event featured samples of beer from Colorado’s 
favorite breweries, live music, food and chances to learn about 
the hops and crops growing on the farm. Blossoms of Light® 
hit record highs for both revenue and attendance. The holiday 
lights event received national press on CBS’ broadcast of the 
Broncos and Patriots Christmas Eve football game; was featured 
on the TODAY Show as part of holiday travel highlights across 
the country; included in U.S. News & World Report list of best 
holiday lights; was featured in House Beautiful; and among 
Denver Post’s Top 10 Light Displays.
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING
Educational programs had a standout year. Adult programs 
performed particularly well, setting a record with 35% more 
registrations. Those with the most growth were Japanese Tea 
Ceremonies, health and wellness classes, and Ghosts in the 
Gardens. The Rocky Mountain Gardening certificate program 
increased by 500 registrants. Two large symposiums took place 
March 10 and 11— the Tree Diversity Symposium and New 
Gardener Boot Camp—resulting in 449 symposium students 
served in just 48 hours.

School program registration increased 23%. About 30% of 
participating schools benefited from reduced costs through the 
Gardens’ school access program. At the second annual Educator 
Evening on the Farm, teachers learned about the Gardens’ 
programs while exploring Chatfield Farms, the butterfly house 
and booths presented by partner organizations. 

Garden Camp registration sold out within an hour of opening 
and Farm Camp within one week. Openings for Spring Break 
Camp were increased to accommodate more children, and 
Spring Break Camp returned to Chatfield Farms for the first time 
in several years.

Family and children’s programming grew 22%. The Nature 
Journaling Homeschool Program debuted at Chatfield Farms and 
its success ensured a return in 2024. The Gardens partnered with 
National Wildlife Federation’s Early Childhood Health Outdoors 
(ECHO) program to host a booth at the Rocky Mountain 
Early Childhood Conference. More than 350 early childhood 
professionals visited the booth to learn about integrating nature into early childhood settings. 

Attendance at Plains Conservation Center (PCC) programs grew by more than 50%. The PCC team 
co-hosted the second annual Agriculture Festival with the City of Aurora in September and also 
held a community art show and reception, with more than 120 artists represented.  

The success of increased registration resulted in a 20% increase in revenue over 2019’s (pre-
pandemic) numbers, allowing the Gardens to maintain vigorous programming as costs rose.

Educator Evening on the Farm

https://www.botanicgardens.org/other-locations/plains-conservation-center
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OPERATIONS
Sustainability and water savings remained top priority. A new water filtration system was enabled 
to reduce water waste generated by the reverse osmosis process used to supply pure water for 
many of the greenhouse plants. The new charcoil bag filtration saves hundreds of gallons of  
water daily.

The ongoing work of upgrading HVAC and electrical systems throughout the York Street campus 
over the last five years continued in 2023. Replacement of the final few rooftop units neared 
completion. All systems will be tied into one centralized control system. 

The renovation of wood trim in Mitchell Hall, which began in 2022 with the stage surround, was 
completed, tying the room into the overall historical presentation of Boettcher Memorial Center.

As the Gardens became even busier, safety and security protocols adjusted to provide for the best 
possible visitor experience, while also ensuring the safety of all visitors and staff. Updated policies 
included reduced use of golf carts front of house during business hours and locked-down access 
points into the Gardens.

Large-scale construction projects commenced for Boettcher Memorial Center roof replacement and 
solar installation, HVAC replacement in the Tropical Conservatory and the modernization of two 
elevators. These projects will be completed in 2024.

THE SHOP AT THE GARDENS
The Shop at the Gardens presents a compelling first impression for visitors to the York Street 
location, but it is also an increasingly important revenue generator for the Gardens. Sales 
approached an all-time high of nearly $2.5 million in 2023, more than an 11% increase from 
2022. With a diverse product mix in terms of price points and offerings, the Shop’s annual sales 
per square foot ($1,170) compared quite favorably to what is “typical” for retail (for example, a 
typical department store rate is $435).

https://www.botanicgardens.org/york-street/shop-gardens
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 VOLUNTEERS

HOURS BY DEPARTMENT AND 
AFFILIATE VOLUNTEER GROUPS 
Horticulture:   14,245

Special Events:  14,176*

Research & Conservation:   3,362

Chatfield Farms (CSA, horticulture,  
greenhouse and occasional programs):   5,447

Chatfield Farms (visitor experience):   521

Children’s education and  
school groups: 1,322*

Adult education:   1,048

Learning engagement:   1,419

Summer teen program:  1,446*

Gardens Teen Leaders:   430

York Street Ambassador and  
Visitor Experience Programs:  4,591

Docent program:  3,411*

Helen Fowler Library:   1,633

Development:   155

Marketing:   1,118

Volunteer engagement:  1,499*

Plains Conservation Center:   500
*Includes hours from York Street and Chatfield Farms 

HOURS BY AFFILIATE 
VOLUNTEER GROUPS 
Denver Botanic Gardens Guild:   5,496

Garden Club of Denver:  1,024

Rocky Mountain Weavers Guild:   1,280

Master Gardeners Garden Help:  638

Total Active Volunteers:   2,095

Total Volunteer Visits:   21,717

Total Volunteer Hours:   65,127
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MESSAGE FROM THE 2023 BOARD CHAIR
As we highlight our achievements of the past year, I’m reminded of the incredible impact Denver Botanic 
Gardens has both in our local community and around the world. We welcomed over 1.4 million visitors to 
the York Street location and over 200,000 to Chatfield Farms. Our plant collections have grown to over 
38,000 accessions representing more than 11,000 species. We provided educational opportunities for 
over 30,000 students and 17,000 adults. Our impact extended from an urban agriculture consultation in 
Senegal to the Gardens’ guide launching on Bloomberg Connects; from the renovation of existing gardens 
at York Street to laying the groundwork for Chatfield Farms’ Master Development Plan. Denver Botanic 
Gardens continued its broad interpretation of connecting people with plants. This mission is fulfilled each 
year in countless ways, but regardless of the audience or the manner in which the Gardens pursues these 
connections, they are always genuine and lay a path toward environmental and social advancement.

CEO Brian Vogt’s unwavering leadership infuses each endeavor with an enthusiasm that is contagious. 
His steadfast stewardship remains the Gardens’ cornerstone, inspiring the dedicated leadership team and 
staff as they undertake fresh initiatives to engage and enrich our communities.

Our board of trustees is strengthened by our diversity and engagement, reflecting the community we 
serve. This group of thoughtful, committed and talented individuals guide the Gardens toward its vision of 
creating spaces and experiences for all people. 

None of our achievements would be possible without the incredible support of our members, donors, staff 
and volunteers. These collectively allow us to strengthen our institutional position at the intersection of art 
and science. 

With sincere appreciation for your meaningful engagement,

Mike Imhoff 
Board Chair
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TREASURER’S REPORT
The accompanying financial statements include the accounts of Denver Botanic Gardens 
Endowment Inc. (“DBGE”) a separate nonprofit organization established in 1991 that holds a 
majority of the Gardens endowment funds and also includes the accounts of the Denver Botanic 
Gardens Guild, an affiliated volunteer organization that works for the betterment of the Gardens 
by providing volunteer assistance and financial aid. 

In 2023, the Gardens continued its mission of connecting people with plants with an operating 
budget of $37 million, a 12% increase from 2022.

Non-operating activity included: endowment and capital gifts of $5.5 million; investment gains on 
the endowment (net of distribution) and other holdings of $5.0 million; and capital expenditures of 
$5.5 million. Under the operating agreement with the City all capital improvements become assets 
of the City and as such are not reflected as the Gardens’ assets in the accompanying financial 
statements. These capital improvements, however, are central to our mission and the experience of 
visiting the Gardens. 

Total expenditures for program services, which include our core programs in horticulture, research, 
education and Chatfield Farms, amounted to $32.3 million.

Endowment net assets increased from $42.4 million in 2022 to $47.2 million in 2023 after 
contributions, realized and unrealized losses, and a $1.5 million distribution to the Gardens’ 
operating budget. Endowment investments are stated at fair market value each year and for 2023 
the change in fair value resulted in a gain of 16%. In accordance with the endowment’s investment 
policy, determined by the DBGE Board of Directors, the portfolio is diversified to limit risk. Since 
its inception in July 1992, the portfolio has earned a compound annual growth rate of 7.7%.

During 2023 the finance committee of the board of trustees, the chair of the board, the CEO and 
the CFO met regularly to review financial statements and results. This committee also approved the 
annual operating budget, the Internal Revenue Service Form 990 and made recommendations on 
various policy decisions to the Board of Trustees and the CEO. 

On behalf of the Gardens, I would like to thank the members, donors, the Scientific and Cultural 
Facilities District (SCFD) the City and County of Denver, and the staff and volunteers for their 
foundation of support as we endeavor to ensure that the Gardens will forever flourish.

Abe Rodriguez 
Treasurer, Board of Trustees



STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION (DECEMBER 31, 2023) STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES (DECEMBER 31, 2023)

 Without Donor Restrictions   $33,854,458   $31,834,275  

 With Donor Restrictions   36,886,261 29,565,368

Total Net Assets  $70,740,719  $61,399,643

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS  $78,694,770  $69,640,004

Net Assets 2023 2022  

 SCFD  $6,640,198   $6,544,008 
 Membership Dues  4,494,290   3,968,200 
 Admissions  3,943,849   3,802,288 
 Special Events and Facility Rentals  8,245,770   7,472,178 
 Contributions and Grants  5,980,930   4,082,095 
 Chatfield Farms  2,913,989   2,693,477 
 City and County of Denver  1,145,078   1,122,625 
 Educational/Public Programs  1,370,464   1,061,798 
 The Shop at the Gardens  1,172,144   1,049,482 
 Endowment Distribution  1,459,991   1,314,563 
 Other  1,193,789   525,386 

Total Operating Revenues, Gains and Support  $38,560,492  $33,636,100

Operating Revenues, Gains and Support 2023 2022  

PROGRAM SERVICES
 Horticulture, Science, and Conservation  5,923,828   5,329,905 
 Education and Outreach  6,449,384   5,799,305 
 Chatfield Farms  4,066,359   3,560,522 
 Visitor Experience  8,786,999   8,030,711 
 Operation & Maintenance  7,061,271   6,227,959  

Total Program Services $32,287,841 $28,948,402

SUPPORT SERVICES:  
 General and Administrative  2,891,803   2,378,370 
 Fundraising  1,928,153   1,666,540  

Total Support Services $4,819,956   $4,044,910

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENDITURES  $37,107,797 $32,993,312 

Change In Net Assets From Operating Activities  $1,452,695  $642,788 

Operating Expenditures 2023 2022  

 Endowment and Capital Campaign Contributions  5,503,804   4,206,638 
 Capital Projects  (5,511,691)  (1,608,954)
 Bond Proceeds  2,942,333   57,667 
 Investment Returns  4,953,935   (6,460,988) 

Total Nonoperating Income $7,888,381  $(3,805,637)  

NET ASSETS AT BEGINNING OF YEAR  $61,399,643   $64,562,492

NET ASSETS AT END OF YEAR  $70,740,719 $61,399,643

Non-Operating Activities 2023 2022  

 Cash and Cash Equivalents  $7,556,287  $9,688,948 

 Short-term Investments 13,323,796 7,940,207 

 Long-term Investments 47,180,290   42,435,741 

 Supplemental Lease Payment Fund    977,584     964,539 

 Accounts Receivable 2,223,821 2,467,902 

 Employee Retention Credit Receivable — 3,081,876 

 Contributions Receivable 5,001,846 1,438,772 

 Prepaid Expenses 369,916  341,087 

 Inventory 405,710  411,988  

 Leases - Right of Use Asset 483,114 —

 Property and Equipment, Net  1,172,406 868,944

Total Assets  $78,694,770   $69,640,004

Assets 2023 2022  

 Accounts Payable and Accrued Expenses   $2,765,143   $2,703,323 

 Deferred Revenue  4,705,794 5,537,038  

 Lease Liabilities 483,114   — 

Total Liabilities  $7,954,051  $8,240,361 

Liabilities 2023 2022  
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$25,000 and Above
Citizens of the Scientific & 

Cultural Facilities District
Bank of America
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Mr. and Mrs. Richard K. Clark
Mrs. Edward Connors
Denver Botanic Gardens Guild
Denver Public Health and 

Environment 
eBikes USA
Eleanor and Henry Hitchcock 

Charitable Foundation
Elevated Third
Estate of Sylvia Knobloch Brown
Ms. Cory Freyer
Laurie Galbreath
Gates Family Foundation
GH Phipps Construction 

Companies
History Colorado’s State 

Historical Fund 
Newell Grant
Integrated Real Estate Services
Janet Mordecai Trust
Ryan Mordecai
Susan Kroes
Christopher K. M. Leach and  

Chad Skrbina
Debbie and Gary Mandelbaum
Caroline McMorrow
Melville Foundation
Modern Market Eatery
Betsy Mordecai Heyman and  

Gareth Heyman
Robert and Judi Newman
Polestar Denver
Quantum Fiber
Robert and Judi Newman Family 

Foundation
Robert C. Dickinson Trust
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Mr. and Mrs. F. A. Hills
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Michael and Kaye Hurtt
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Jordan, Jr.
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Karen Klopp
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Lewis Roca
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Kathy and Alex Martinez
Holly McDonald
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Miles
Sarah and Michael Mohapp
National Christian Foundation 

Orlando 
The Lipsey Giving Fund

National Philanthropic Trust 
Bock Family Fund

Ronald Otsuka
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Advised Fund
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Kirsten Pederson
Patricia M. Powell
Martha S. Price and  

Darell Havener
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Ms. Robin Sadler
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Michael and Mary Sue Shannon
Timothy and Susanna Shannon
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Stem Ciders
Cindy and Doug Stepp
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Don and Bonnie Walls
Renee Weider
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Mr. and Mrs. Edward D. White 

III
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2023 GIFTS & DONATIONS
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Philip J Byrne II and Judy Noerr
Yvonne and Robert Camacho
Canvasback Construction 

Company
Susan Carr
Ariel and James Christopher 

Carroll
Constance A. Carroll
Lacy Carroll
Sis Carroll and Brooke Brown
Nina Casanova Stenmark and  

Matthew Stenmark
Lee Ann Cast
Laurel and John Catto
Caulkins Family Foundation
Ms. Carol Chamberlain
Charities Aid Foundation of 

America
Charles H. Kurtz Family 

Foundation
Christopher J.F. Graff Charitable 

Foundation
Gordon Clark and 
Kathryn Bowman
Raoul and Karen Clark
Marilyn R. Cleland
Mrs. Sheila Cleworth
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Clinton
Steven Cohen
Kathy Cole
Sara Collyar
Colorado Dermatologic Society
Colorado Gives Foundation
Robert and Leslie Colwell
G. K. and Virginia Conwick
Marc and Amity Cooper
Pete and Marilyn Coors
Jane Costain and Gary Moore
Emily Counley
John and Kay Cowling
Polly Cox
Katherine Coyle
Vanessa Craig and  

Eric Thompson
CU Denver Department of 

Landscape Architecture
Toni and David Curran
DALYTE
Sheila Davaney
David B & Gretchen W Black 

Family Foundation
Jane and Tim Davis
Dianne and Dale Dawson
Patricia Delano
Dr. Robert Dellavalle and  

Dr. Lisa Schilling
William DeMars
Monica and John Denler
Denver Art Museum
Donald Dethlefs and  

Michael R. Bares
David and Anne Diamond
Fred Dierksmeier
Katherine Dines and  

David Miller
Joy and Chris Dinsdale
Ms. Robin Doerr
Ann W. Douden

Molly Doyle
Megan and Andy Draper
Melissa and Alex Drayer
Kathryn and Gary Dudley
Ben Dukes and Mary Dukes
Roger Dunn and Jim Liechte
E2 Optics
William R. Eberle
Dilek and Mathew Eccles
Echter’s Nursery & Garden 

Center
Rebecca and Sam Eden
Edward Jones Charitable Gift 

Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Eibsen
Christy and Paul Eisman
Victoria Emery
Karen and Gregory Engel
Ent Credit Union Community 

Fund
Victoria and Stephen Eppler
Edward Erickson and Dea Shea
Trent Erway
Fairfield and Woods, P.C.
Suzanne Fanch
Ms. Laura Farnsworth
Teresa and Kelly Ferguson
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund 

Ben Garnett Charitable Fund 
DeMars Foundation 
Doerr Giving Fund 
Hollis Family Fund 
Jane Nagel Charitable 
Foundation 
Nagel Family Fund 
Shaw Charitable Trust 
Sherry Family Fund 
Thermo Donor Fund

Valerie and Nicki Finberg
FirstBank Holding Company
Ms. Maureen Fitzgerald
Francine and Victoria Floerke
Forum Phi Architecture | Interior 

Design | Planning
Jodi Fries
David and Christine Fullerton
Cait Fuoco
Gaboury Family Foundation
Beth and David Gaboury
Peter T. Gadwa
Rhonda Gallion and  

Tara Friedman
Rob Ganjon
Mrs. Margaret Garbe and  

Dr. Rick Garbe
The Garden Club of Denver
Benjamin Garnett
Heidi Garwood and  

Stuart Horowitz
Caleb and Sidney Gates
Laurie Gianturco
Dr. Alan Glickman and  

Nanette Santoro
Carolyn Goble and  

Lanny Proffer
Linda Good Wilson and  

Mark A. Wilson
Dr. Philip Good and  

Christine Carcano

Sarajane Goodfellow and  
Nick Passig

William Gorsky
Patrick Gourley
Chris Graff
Ms. Elizabeth L. Grant
Philip and Susan Greenberg
Ryan Gregory and  

Dr. Tara Gregory
Barbara B. Grogan
Caroline and Parker Guttersen
Thomas Haller
Linda E. Hamlin
Jeff Hammerberg
Peggy Hammersmith
Catherine Hance
Patricia Hannington
Lucy Congdon Hanson and  

Charles Hanson
Anne Harrington Weinig and  

Brad J. Weinig
Elin Harrington-Schreiber
Harris Charitable Foundation 

Trust
Ms. Marilyn Harris and  

Mr. Bob Harris
Amy Hart
Karin and Kent Harvey
Jill Haug
Susan and Michael Hawes
Mr. Tom Hawkey and  

Mr. Dennis Hamann
Jamie Hawkins-Fink
Aimee Henry
David Herrera
Elizabeth Hioe and Nelson Hioe
Arlene Hirschfeld and  

A. Barry Hirschfeld
Doug and Kathy Hodgson
Andrew Hoffman
G Holle
Steve and Elizabeth Holtze
Michael Hommel
Janice Hornbeck
Dr. Dorothy A Horrell and  

Mr. Theodore Horrell
Mary Nell and Randall Howe
Mr. David Howell
Kelley Howes
James Hrusovsky and  

Shannon Buckvold
John and Leslea Hsu
Sheilagh M M Hudon and  

William R. Hudon
Jin Huh
Sylvia and Dan Huml
Margaret Hungerford
Alexa Hunter
Kathryn Huwaldt
Tia and Peter Hynes
Insperity
Teresa Ish
Margaret Jackson
Jacquard Hotel & Rooftop
Mary Jo Johnson
Maureen and William Johnson
Susan and Brad Johnson
Gennie S. Johnston

J.M. Jones and Jim Mohle
Mr. Jack R. Jones
Karen Jones
Tiffany Josephs
Steve and Wendy Kaeuper
Kaiser Permanente
Barbara J. Kelley
Johanna Elizabeth Kelly and  

William Yancey
George Kemp
Kaitlyn Kerr
Kim Baker and Jill Nelson Family 

Foundation Fund
Bill Milnor, Edward Milnor, and 

family
Annabelle, Sophie, and  

Mike King
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Kinney
Marcee and Kohl Kinning
Ms. Laura F. Kirk and  

Mr. David Carpenter
Peggy Kirkegaard
Dr. Dennis O Kirkman and  

Jan Ankele
Peter J. Kirsch and Pat Reynolds
Rachelle Klammer
Rob and Kathy Klugman
Kovacs Family Fund
George and Barbara Kovacs
Ms. Patti Kramish
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Kurtz
LALO Spirits
Paul Lambert
Mary Larson
Suzi and Skot Latona
Nancy Leprino
Herrick and Mary Lynne 

Lidstone
Lifescape Colorado
Cindy Linquist
Karen E. Lochbaum and  

Thomas Shallow
Mary Louwagie
Natalie Lyon
Linda and Todd MacCagnan
Glenyce Maestas
Reena and Suchit Majmudar
Ms. Susan B. Mammel
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. 

Manning, Jr.
Marshall-Rodeno Associated
Terry Mather
Dr. William Mauldin and  

Margie Mauldin
Jan Mayer
Medora Mayne
Douglas R. McCallum and 

Diana L. Neff
Carrie and Michael McLaughlin
Tom and Barb McLaughlin
William McMillan
David and Allison McMurtry
Ms. Katherine Meier and  

Mr. Steven Meier
Diane Melara
David and Laura Merage
Joanne Meras
Merrill Lynch

Laura Messier
Mike’s Camera
Mile High United Way
Creagh Milford
Barbara Miller
Bruce W. Miller
Anne B. Mills
Raza and Patricia Minhas
Megan Mistler and  

Scott Chrisbacher
Mrs. John C. Mitchell, III
Modern Technology Solutions, 

Inc.
Kalliopi Monoyios
Marie and James Monroe
Ms. Kim Morss and  

Mr. Richard Dehncke
Ms. Mary E. Moser
Muller Engineering Corporation
Ryan Mulstay
Mythology Distillery
Jane and Robert Nagel
Brian Narber
National Bus Charter
NCTI
Shane Nichols and  

Lacretia Taylor
Emily O’Shaughnessy
Oak Park River Forest 

Community Foundation
Sarah and Richard Obregon
Amy O’Brien and  

Ryan E O’Brien
Colleen A. O’Connor and  

Matthew Mcelhiney
Stacy Ohlsson
David Olson
Oppenheimer & Co. Inc
Ms. Mardell J. Ostrom
David E Oswald and  

Laurie Sankey
P2 Energy Solutions
Jim Paladino
Lori Palazzolo
Parasoleil
Dr. Kevin Patterson and  

Ms. Ann Hovland
Melody Patton
Lise Pederson
Lisa Peloso and Vikas Patel
Craig and Mary Peoples
Jennifer Peters
Michelle Peterson and  

Craig Peterson
Elizabeth Peyton
Karen E. Pfeifer
The Philip & Susan Greenberg 

Fund
Florence Phillips
Anna and Robert Pierini
Pikes Peak Community 

Foundation
Ms. Alita Pirkopf
Denise Pitner and  

Michelle Puyear
Carl Polhemus
Eryn Potempa
Kathleen and Jim Potter
Whitley Poyser

Katie Price
Nancy Qualls and  

Kathleen Phillips
Mr. Robert Quillin and  

Mrs. Mary L. Quillin
Lauren Quist
Mr. Gary B. Randall
Caroline Rapalyea and  

Sam Miller
Cleo and Jonathan Rauchway
Raymond James Global Account
RBC Wealth Management
Kristin Reed
Catherine Reedy
James Reichert
Lindsay Reimers
Hugh L. Rice and  

Mary B. Schaefer
Robert and Myra Rich
Dr. Jonathan Richard and 

Michael Filkoski
Scott Richards and  

Terrie Fontenot
Carolyn Riedlin
Bruce Rindahl and 
Angela Burdick
Nicole and Brian Roberts
Dana Robinson and 
Stephen Jaqua
Dina and Ken Robke
Marv and Renee Rockford
Erin Roeder and Jay Spader
Roger Dunn Giving Fund
Ted and Bernie Roland
Richard Roman and  

Clara Restrepo
Paula and David Roney
Barbara Rosario
Ellin Rosenthal and 
Ronald Faleide
Gregory Ross and Brad Wellens
Carol Ann Rothman
Katherine Roush and 
Tyler Downs
Martha E Rudolph and 
Robert Brown
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Ruppert
Jean Russo
Nina Saks and  

Richard B. Robinson
Michael Salem
Aleena Sarwana
Barbara and Hank Schaller
Jonathan Schmitz
Taylor Schollmaier and  

Kimberly Schollmaier
Gail Schraishuhn
Charles Schultz
Schwab Charitable Fund 

Ann B. Mills Donor Advised 
Fund 
Patti Kramish Giving Account 
The Schollmaier Family Fund

Jane Schultz-Burnett and  
Bart Burnett

BJ Scott
Scythe Robotics
Hollie Seeley and  

Ashley Calhoun

Ms. Ashley Cole Seidman
Emma Seigel- Bailey
Shelley Sendelbach
Dina and William Shaheen
Robert and Cynthia Shaiman
Lori and Adam Sherry
Patricia A. Shikes
Kari Shohet
Amy Shriver
Patti Shwayder-Coffin and 
Steve Coffin
Stan Siefer
Dr. Bennett Siew and Shala 

Siew
SIMKO Support Center, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Sisk, Jr.
Amy Skinner and  

Richard Brandon
Julia E. Smith
Shelley Smith
Stephen Snyder
Barbara and James Sobhani
Rachel Spory-Leek
Kathryn B. Spuhler
Sally P. Stabler and Carl White
Ms. Laurel Stadjuhar
Emilie Ailts Staible
Starkey Financial Group of 

Wells Fargo Advisors
Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, 

Inc.
Kellie Stonger
Cynthia Storer
Suzanne and Michael Strear
Lucy Strong and John Angelo
Taddiken Tree Company
Melanie Tafaro
Ean Tafoya
Shelley and Philip Tamminga
TCI Wealth Advisors
TD Ameritrade Clearing
Teammates Commercial Interiors
Mark Terrano
Margaret Tezak
The Art Of Concrete
The Denver Foundation 

Congdon Family Fund 
Hamlin Family Fund 
I See The Moon Fund 
KJ Community Fund 
Kunz Family Fund 
The MoJo Charitable 
Walter C. Emery Family 
Foundation Fund

The Heart Distillery
The MacMeier Foundation
The Mesdag Family Foundation
The Urban Cookie
Jim Theye and Dee Chirafisi
Konnie and Jack Thompson
Tigris Sponsorship and 

Marketing
Janet Tobin
Michael and Emily Toia
Judi and Bryan Tointon
Leo Tokar
Ann Torgerson
Ms. Terry L. Traynor

Mr. Richard Trenholme and  
Ms. Marta Osuna

Ms. Stacie Tursi and  
Ms. Lindsey Scott

UBS Financial Service Inc.
Donna and Henry Unger
Vanguard Charitable 

The Valerie Brackett and 
Nikolaos 
Monoyios Charitable Fund

Paco Varela and Tim Wilson
Brittany Varisco
Kerry Vastine
Brooke Vaughn and Jason Pierce
Wadsworth Control Systems Inc
Lisa and Brian Wallace
Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Wallach
Kyle and Jennifer Walsleben
Michelene Warner and  

Tony Dimas
Ms. Ellen K. Waterman
WCR/Economy Data Foundation
Steve and Wendy Weil
Ira Wertenteil and  

Cindy Powders
John Westcott
Cora and Jeff Wheeler
Suellen and Travis White
Wiegers Family Foundation
Connie and Alex Wiegers
Wild Heritage Gardens and 

Design, LTD
Christina and Ryan Wilfling
Michelle and Robert Wilhite
Jacob Wilkinson
The William and Mattie Wattis 

Harris Foundation
Elaine Williams
Marla Williams
Ann and Barney Wilson
Stefanie and Patrick Winfield
Jennifer and Jim Winter
Kenneth and Janet Wolfgram
Women at Amazon - Colorado 

Chapter
Wong Strauch Architects
Amy Wood
Karen S. Woods
Karen and Craig Worstell
Amy Wray
Marsha Young
Tim and Tracy Zarlengo
Shawn Zinnen and Lisa Maier

$500 - $999
Judy Abbott
Acklie Family Fund
Phyllis Acklie
Christina and Kirk Adamson
Christina Albanese
Florence and Randall Alexander
Rachel Allen
Alpine Bank
American Online Giving 

Foundation 
Ameriprise Financial

Karen Asbridge
Carolyn Asher and Taylor Asher
John and Frances Augenblick
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Harrison and Julia Augur
Michael Auran
H. Gregory and Deanna Austin
Autodesk, Inc.
Ms. Leslie Baldwin
Julie A. Barber
Pat Barker
Nancy and John Battilega
Tiffany Bausch Weld
Grace Benavidez
Ashley and Sean Bender
Lawrence Berliner
Brandy and Daniel Bertram
Bonnie Biafore
Jeanette P. Black
Joseph and Sue Black
Walter and Susan Blake
Arlene Bobrow and  

Charles Tanabe
Sarah Boerger and Brad Smith
Borgen Family Foundation
Mrs. Brooke and  

Mr. Jon-Erik Borgen
Kaia Borgen
Ms. Libby Bortz
Boundless Body and Wellness
Jennifer Bousselot
Emily Bradshaw
Kendall Brandau
Kendra Briggs
Philip Brodsky
Farah Broomandi
Charles C. Brown
Ms. Margaret Brown and  

Mr. Terry Haussler
James D. Brownlie
Joseph M. Brumitt
Bryan C. Vinz Englewood 

Associates
Doris Burd
Burdick Family
Linda Burdick
Susan W. Burgamy
Mr. John Calderhead and  

Ms. Lisa Grassfield
Lois Calvert
Brenda and Bruce Campbell
Christopher and Regina Carlson
Katie Carnes
Therese M. Carroll
Ellie Caulkins
Javier and Ashlee Cespedes
Merle C. Chambers
Charles C. Brown Giving Fund
Steven Choquette and  

Anne Blake
Kate Cihon
Robert and Kathleen Clark
Christina Clayton and  

Georgina Albert
Alissa Cohen
Catherine P. Cole
Frederic K. Conover
Heidi and Raymond Duke 

Cooley
Mrs. Meredith Coors
Coterra Energy
Ms. Anita Cox
Derek Curnow

Mary Beth Curry
Ms. Kim Cutler
Ms. Lisa A. Dahl
Larry and Marilyn Dale
Danielle Davies
Lisa and Brian Davis
Kathy and Dave Dean
Jacquelyn Dear
Nicole Delabre
James and Kim Devlin
Yvonne and Steve Dodge
Dawn Doherty and  

Darryl Christher
Dan Domagala
Mark Donovan and Amy Foster
Keith and Rita Douglass
Timothy and Jessica Downey
Scott and Amy Dressel-Martin
Andre Duplessis
Stephen and Gail Duree
Peter Dzwilewski
Helen Eastman
Glen and Brenda Edwards
Rebecca and Kathy Egan
Emerson Outdoor Design
Lisa and Matt Emerson
Erika Enger
Enstrom Candies, Inc.
Gay Erwin and Alan Erwin
Cynthia and Doug Evans
Amy Evett
Sharon and Lindsey Fay
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Ferguson 

III
Meg Ferron
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
 Wilson’s Charitable Account
Mira J. Fine and Anita H. Rouse
Peggy and Kelly Finkowski
Marvin Fisher
Ms. Eileen Flanigan
Flora House Denver
Mrs. Carolyn Francis
Dorine Frank
Nancy Freeberg and  

Dan Freeberg
Molly and Mac Freeman
David and Debra Freyer
G&G Outreach Foundation
Sarah Gagnon
Kristine Gallagher
Mr. and Ms. Walter W. Garnsey
David Gartland and  

Caroline Corrigan
Terri and Stephen Geifman
Monica Geocaris
Jody Georgeson
Margot Gilbert Frank
Cherye Gilmore
Give Lively
Mrs. Cristy Godwin and  

Mr. Robert Walker
Mr. and Mrs. James Golanty
Ms. Carolyn Goltra
Dr. Burton P. Golub and L 

ee Golub
Jon Goodman
Google Matching Gifts Program

Michael Gordon
Mari Jo and Gene Grace
Gertrude Grant
Mrs. Rhondda Grant
Jack and Judy Green
Marjorie Green
Mrs. Patricia Gunckel
David V Gutierrez and  

Trish Rayner-Gutierrez
Mr. Donald Hagengruber
Barbara Hallenbeck
David and Mary Hammond
Brett Hanselman
Mary Harreld
Harry G. and Pauline M. Austin 

Foundation
Ms. Janet Hayes and  

Mr. Arthur Morrissey
Joe Heaton and Michael Cox
Margaret Heller and  

Sarah Stamp
Mrs. Kelly Herbst and  

Dr. Chris Herbst
Doug Herman
Highline Family Dentistry
Mary Hoadley
Ellen Hommen
Susan Hooyenga
Ms. Kara Horner and  

Mr. Spencer Denison
Amanda Howard and  

Brian Damman
Michael and Betsy Huseby
Greg and Mari Anne Imhoff
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis M. Jackson
Daniela and Andrew Jaworski
Joy S. Johnson
Merilou Johnson and 
Dann Milne
Hannah Jones
Mona Kaidbey
Kristen Kallio
Lynne and Raymond Keck
Ellie and McClure Kelly
Betty Kirsebom
Melvyn and Roberta Klein
Mrs. Sarah Klingelheber
Ms. Amie Knox and 
Mr. James Kelley
Mr. and Mrs. Walter A. Koelbel, 

Jr.
Erin Koterba
Breeane Kotulak
Tracy and Scott Kozak
KPMG
Ms. Sylvia J. Kreider
Janet and Stuart Kritzer
Betty and Jennifer Kuehner
Carolyn and Bob Ladue
Robert and Barbara Landgraf
Mr. R. Kent Landmark
Landscape Forms
Steve Lang
Robin and Todd Larabee
Connor and Allison Larr
Joyce A. Larson and  

Eric A. Mead
Latitude 40 Apartments

Mrs. Amy Law-Ziegler and  
Mr. Douglas Ziegler

LID Landscapes
Nivale Lightfoot
Marie Evelyn Lim
Lincoln Community Foundation
Harry Lindmark and  

Gini Patterson
Mark Linkow
Johnelle and Randy Little
Thomas and Beth Long
Loving Life Host Homes
Jill A. Lundstrom
Gregory Lyons and  

Charles Garcia
Bonnie Macdonald and 
Robert Amter
Katie MacWilliams
Virginia Maloney
Mr. and Mrs. Richard 

Mandelson
Kendall Mantey
Michael Martin
Susie Martin and Warren Volz
Laura and Jim Marx
Patricia and Larry May
Mr. John Mayer and Mrs. 

Barbara Mayer
Alyssa McCulloch and 

 Isobel Feiges
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip McCurdy
Lou McDowell
Gene McGee
Susan McNine
ME Engineers, Inc.
Deirdre Mercurio and  

Jim Mercurio
Ms. Lauren Meyer
MGT Landscaping
Clentie Michael
Miller International Inc
Mr. Jay Miller
Patricia and Matthew Miller
Mrs. Amber Misgen
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Mizel
Catherine I. Mossek
Greg Movesian and  

Jack D. Finlaw, Jr.
Heather Munoz
Ms. Jan Myers
Dr. Nadine S. Nakazona
Drs. Jennifer and Richard Neale
Michelle and Jeff Neely
Christopher Nickerson
Howard and Susan Noble
Norris Design
Bob O’Brien
Linda A. Ohnmacht
Jennifer O’Keefe
Allen and Holly Oliphant
Holly Ostergard
Heidi Palombi
Ms. Barbara Parrish
Pat Broe & the Broe Family
Paula and William Bernstein 

Foundation
PEMA Foundation
Kavitha and Pranav Periyalwar
Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Peters

Mrs. Marjorie A. Petersen
Mary Phillips
Dr. Susie Piggott and  

Cleveland Piggott
Pinnacol Assurance Colorado
Plante Moran
Bill and Marilyn Plummer
Polidori Sausage
Ms. Laura Pollock
Postino
Jo W. Powers
ProductAV
Quiznos
Emily Raezer
Florine and Benedict Raitano
Joseph and Caroline Rassenfoss
Mrs. Paige Gordon Reberry and  

Patty Goodson
Maddy and Ryan Reed
Lauren Reindl
Ms. Cynthia P. Reiners
Ricki  and David Rest
John and Jane Reusch
Paula and Stephen Reynolds
Stephanie Riggs
Michele and Richard Right
Mr. Daniel L. Ritchie
Robert W. Baird & Co. Inc
Rollins Charitable Fund
Mary and Al Rollins
Rose Community Foundation 

Carolyn and Dave Wollard 
Donor-Advised Fund

Jane Rosenbaum
Dennis and Cee Cee Roundtree
Carol Sargent
Jeanne and Dick Saunders
Melissa and Shane Schaap
Alan Schindler
Laura Schumacher
Schwab Charitable Fund 

Beth’s Charitable Fund 
Brooke and Jon-Erik Borgen  
Charitable Fund 
Chris and Gina Carlson  
Donor Advised Fund 
Keith Douglass Family 
Charitable Fund 
The Larry & Marilyn Dale  
Charitable Gift Fund 
The Sidney B. & Caleb F. 
Gates Fund

Mark Schweizer
Beth Scott
Laura Scully
Shake Shack
Jeremy and Susan Shamos
Mrs. Susan B. Sheridan
Michael Sherwood
Amanda Shindledecker
Adam and Tiffany Shindler
Christine L. Shore
Tari Sicairos
Nina Sidley
Sandy Siems Fraser
William and Barbara Simione
Taylor and Jean Simonton
Lynne Sirpolaidis
SKYDEX Technologies, Inc.

Anne Smith
Beverly Smith
Shaun Spaid
Scott and Holli Sparks
Staybridge Suites
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stephenson
Jamie and Michael Stewart
Danielle Sukenik
Karen and Wil Sumner
Lori C. Szczukowski and  

Lee Newman
Mr. Ayelet Talmi and  

Daniel Hettleman
Jane Tannenbaum
The Alan and Gay Erwin Trust
The Denver Foundation 

Garbe Family Fund 
Monica and John Geocaris 
Fund

The Gornick Fund
The Henry Design Group, Inc.
The Stewart Title Foundation
Kathryn Thomas
Maddie Tolly
Aimee Trechock-Peters and  

Dr. Wayne Peters
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin D. Trevor
Jessica Trostel
Truman Medical Center 

Lakewood
Judy Tsuji
Chalmers and Noah Turner
Kathleen and Mike Valenta
VMware Foundation
Mr. Emanuel Vomvas
Anne Walter and David 

Goldstein
Ms. Barbara J. Ward
Cathie Ward
Roy T. Wardell
Mr. Roy Warren
Steven Warren
Jenny Watson
Mary Watson
Mac Weaver
Shelley L. West
Jennifer White
Whitewater Kettle Corn
Matthew and Candace 

Wickstrom
Jana and Brian Wilkinson
Mr. Ronald Williams and  

Mrs. Cille Williams
Wishlist
Beryla Wolf
David and Carolyn Wollard
Chuck and Kristi Woodward
Andrew York
Alexander Young
Bonnie and Paul Zueger

Perennial Friends
S. Lorraine Adams
John Allen
Anonymous
Pauline Ayers-Menk
Patricia Baker
Dennis Baldwin
Paul H. Barrett

C. C. Barton
Rachel Beauvais
Mr. and Mrs. Nevin BeBee
William Bechhoefer
Dorothy and Jim Borland
Adrienne Bouveron
Dr. Leo P. Bruederle
Ali Butler
Ms. Charlene Butler
Mrs. Frances F. Cameron
Shanti Chacko and  

Graig Weisbart
Patricia L. Chaharyn
Janette W. Chase
Carl and Patricia Cindric
Linda and Raymond Clark
Karen Cohn
Dale T. Colclasure
Mrs. Edward Connors
Becky Cottrell
Ms. Anita Cox
Michael and Pamela Craig
Ms. Ann L. Crammond
Jane and Tim Davis
Frances and Ross Davison
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Ebrahimi
Susan Eslick
Ms. Stephanie J. Franklin
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Freyer
Caleb and Sidney Gates
Mr. Phillip K. George
Pat Giarritano and  

Janina Kozacka
Sandy Gibbs
Mr. Thomas J. Gibson and  

Mr. Nathan Williams
Mr. and Mrs. James Golanty
Carole and Larry Goodwin
Ms. Janet Grant
Newell Grant
Edward Hackstaff
Ms. Cindy Hagerman
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Hasday
Susan and Michael Hawes
Mr. Tom Hawkey and  

Mr. Dennis Hamann
Jamie Hawkins-Fink
Richard and Carole Hiegert
Ms. Sarah T. Hodge
Ms. Christine L. Honnen
Michael and Kaye Hurtt
Mr. Jack R. Jones
Mr. Donald J. Kany and  

Mrs. Susan C. Kany
Lisa Anne Kessler and  

Robert Kessler
Ms. Mareill Kiernan and  

Mr. Matthew Ballard
Bonnie J. Kissling
Mrs. James B. Kurtz
Christopher K. M. Leach and 

Chad Skrbina
Beverly Littlepage
William and Murray Lunsford
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. 

Manning, Jr.
Ms. Margaret Martin
Carroll McCorkle

Dr. Patrick McCrann and  
Dr. Elizabeth McCrann

Carrie and Michael McLaughlin
Joanne Meras
Barbara Miller
Heather and Mike Miller
Dee Milstein
Ronald and Bonnie Milzer
Mrs. John C. Mitchell, III
Mr. and Mrs. Ron W. Neel
Caitlyn O’Neil
Susan E. Osgood
Brenda Parsons-Hier
Linda R. Patille
Mrs. Marjorie A. Petersen
Ms. Deborah Phillips
Georgina Pierce
Patricia M. Powell
Jeanette Pryor
Keith Pryor and John Hayden
Dr. Charlotte A. Redden
Dina and Ken Robke
Jeanne and Chris Root
Karen Rosica
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald B. Ross
Ms. Debra Schaefer
Mr. and Mrs. Barney Schotters
Mary Ann Schultz
Mr. and Mrs. David Schultz
Mrs. Judith Sellers
Mrs. Merrill Shields and  

Dr. M. Ray Thomasson
Ms. Florence Smith
Lynn Marie Smith Martin and  

Daniel Martin
Ms. Gayle Stallings
Dr. Pat Sutton
Carol Svendsen and  

Jay L. Mead
Joey Terriquez
Howard and Susan Turetzky
Mr. Brian R. Vogt
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff J. Wagner
Ms. Barbara N. Walton
John Westcott
Mr. and Mrs. Edward D. White 

III
Dawn K. Whitney
Ms. Carol Wolf
Dawn Wood
Joan E. Wood
Karen S. Woods
Kelsey Zabrusky
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Zaparanick
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