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Denver Botanic Gardens 
1007 York St., Denver, CO 80206 
Holiday Hours through January 11: 9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.,  
last admission 2:30 p.m.
Winter Hours, January 12 through March 31: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.,  
last admission 4 p.m.

Denver Botanic Gardens Chatfield Farms 
8500 West Deer Creek Canyon Rd., Littleton, CO 80128  
Holiday Hours through January 11: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., last admission 3 p.m. 
Hours starting January 12: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., last admission 4 p.m.

Check the website for early closures

General Information: 720-865-3500
Class Registration: 720-865-3580 
Donations: 720-865-3528 
Gift Shop: 720-865-3595 
Membership Services: 720-865-3525 
Private Events: 720-865-3551 
Volunteering: 720-865-3609 
Helen Fowler Library: 720-865-3570

Visit Our Website for More Information:  
Gardening Help from Colorado Master Gardeners 
Kathryn Kalmbach Herbarium 
Sam Mitchel Herbarium of Fungi

Editor: Tiffany Coleman 
Graphic Designer: Jessica Lammert 
Photographer: Scott Dressel-Martin

The mission of Denver Botanic Gardens is to connect people with plants, 
especially plants from the Rocky Mountain region and similar regions  
around the world, providing delight and enlightenment to everyone.
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Last year proved the point that the only constant in life is change. 
Having lost our longtime CEO Brian Vogt in March, we entered a 
transition phase that lasted the rest of the year. I’m proud to have 
served as the Interim CEO during this time and am so pleased 
that, in navigating uncertain times, our institution continued to 
tackle complex environmental and social challenges.

We engaged with people near and far to address and co-develop 
solutions to the problems of our time. More than 1,000 industry 
professionals from across the country attended the American Public 
Gardens Association conference at Denver Botanic Gardens.  
We welcomed the World Food Prize laureate (the first time one  
has visited Colorado) to address global food supply threats.  
Our scientists joined forces with peers at other U.S. botanic 
gardens to safeguard funding for scientific research. And we 
brought together representatives of more than 150 SCFD-funded 
organizations to identify and share best practices in arts and 
culture nonprofit management.

We did not spend 2025 standing still. We concluded Phase 1 of 
the Chatfield Farms Master Development Plan with the opening of 
the Robert & Judi Newman Welcome Center. We participated in the 
voter-approved Vibrant Denver Bond initiative, proceeds from which 
will improve the visitor experience at our York Street location. 

This year marks several milestones: 2026 is the Gardens’ 75th 
anniversary, the state of Colorado’s 150th and the nation’s 
250th. Denver Botanic Gardens has spent three-quarters of a 
century connecting people with plants, “providing delight and 
enlightenment to everyone” in fulfillment of our mission. We will 
soon be joined in this pursuit by our new CEO, Donna McGinnis, 
who comes to us from Naples Botanical Garden where she has 
served as their CEO since 2017. We look forward to welcoming 
her in February, but in advance of her arrival, she wanted to share 
the following:

I am honored to be joining you as Denver Botanic Gardens’  
new CEO. I have long shared your admiration of this very 
special place. Its beauty is exceptional, its heart is generous, 
and its dedication to nature is profound.

During my career I had many opportunities to visit and learn 
as the Gardens hosted the most important conferences and 
symposia in our field. Its leaders have shared their knowledge 
and expertise in countless ways across the globe, and its touring 
exhibits have touched the audiences of gardens everywhere.  
I am excited to join this outstanding team.

Colorado is a very special place for my family, having spent 
many happy vacations in Denver and the Rocky Mountains. As 
a child of the West raised at the foot of the Cascade Mountains, 
but who has been away for too long, I look forward to returning 
to my roots and meeting you soon.

Jennifer Riley-Chetwynd 
Denver Botanic Gardens Interim CEO

The Gardens is grateful for funds from the  
Scientific & Cultural Facilities District (SCFD),  
which enable us to expand services and enhance 
the quality of our programs and exhibits. 
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HORTICULTURE

WHY, OH WHY,  
Do Plant Names Change?

Cindy Newlander, Associate Director of Horticulture, Plant Records,  
and Jen Toews, Assistant Manager, Plant Records

It’s aggravating! Confusing! Confounding! Your favorite 

plant’s scientific name has changed, but why? In 

some cases, a plant’s identity changes because it was 

not the first validly published name for that species. 

Older names are discovered as botanists review texts 

and herbarium specimens, especially as collections 

are digitized, allowing greater access. This priority 

of publication rule dictates that the oldest name 

wins, apart from when a name is conserved by the 

International Botanical Congress to promote stability. 

The 2024 Madrid Congress also voted to disallow new 

names that are derogatory to groups of people.  

Today, the most common reason for name changes is 

due to advancements in botanical knowledge, often 

informed by DNA sequencing. As botanists clarify 

evolutionary relationships, long-held assumptions 

based only on visible traits—flowers, fruits and other 

structures we can see with the naked eye or a hand 

lens—are being rewritten. 

This has led to the shift in families, genera and 

species names, many impacting the plant collections 

at the Gardens. These changes in nomenclature or 

family placement are frequently detected through 

online databases (e.g. World Flora Online or  

Plants of the World Online) or through journals such 

as Taxon. When new names are accepted, the plant 

records database and plant labels are updated while 

still tracking the now synonymous names plants 

arrived with. Some recent changes that may surprise 

visitors: All Gaura are now placed in Oenothera, 

while the beloved shooting star, Dodecatheon, is  

now Primula. 
Primula pauciflora. Photo by Jen Toews
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When I first looked at Shady Lane with a critical eye, I knew 
it would take more than a refresh to restore it. The garden, 
which runs between the Steppe Garden and Orangery toward 
Monet Pool, had become so overgrown, it had lost direction.

Before I could flesh out a strategy, a robust tangle of weeds 
and groundcover had to be removed. At first, my volunteers 
and I moved timidly across beds, following creeping plants 
to their roots, but soon we were rolling up groundcover like 
carpet. The garden opened up. Structural shrubs stood out, 
and the upper limbs of trees seemed to become more vaulted. 

We stumbled upon lost plants: a shredded umbrella plant 
behind a curtain of bugloss or an oakleaf hydrangea stalled 
out under the overhang of Japanese anemone. At times, we 
were as enamored with light in the garden as with plants. 
Ribbons of sunlight streamed down from the Austrian pines 
and shifted across beds. 

We weren’t just cleaning the garden, we were getting to 
know it: the plants, light, soil and even the temperature drop 
that occurred walking into the garden.

And like that, a strategy for the garden coalesced around two 
key ideas:

1. 	Honor the garden’s history. Many plants were worth 
saving, and the more I could weave into the design,  
the better. 

2. 	Celebrate Shady Lane’s character.
•	 It’s an expansive shade garden with nuances of 

light and shelter. Let’s make it as diverse and lush as 
possible, while staying intentional. 

•	 It lies along the main corridor of the Gardens, so it 
should beckon visitors. The sunny side will be lush and 
relaxed; the shady side, a play of textures and shapes.

•	 It’s both grand and intimate — the pines tower above 
while the crabapples form a tunnel. Shrubs will draw 
the eye up; perennials will fill in around paths and nod 
over benches. 

This year we reorganized the garden, filled in and cleaned 
deeper. With each year that follows, we’ll add and refine. 
We hope you’ll join us on our journey.

SHADY LANE REBOOT
By Jennifer Miller, Horticulture Coordinator

FEATURED GARDEN
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PLANT PORTRAIT

CYMBIDIUM ORCHIDS: 
Boatloads of Beauty
By Nick Snakenberg, Associate Director & Curator of Tropical Collection

Sometimes referred to as “boat orchids”, Cymbidium 

orchids (from Latin cymba – boat shape) are a showy 

genus of epiphytic or semi-terrestrial orchids found 

throughout southeast Asia and Australia. They were 

first scientifically described in the late 1700s but have 

been referenced in historical writings for more than 

2,000 years. 

About 90 species can be found in nature but you are 

likely more familiar with the thousands of engineered 

hybrids available. These beautiful flowers are widely 

used in floral arrangements – especially in corsages. 

Production of cymbidium flowers is centered in Asia 

but is also prominent in the Netherlands, Australia 

and New Zealand. Most species naturally bloom 

in winter so cut flowers are not always available. 

However, producers carefully control cultural 

conditions to ensure a constant supply of cut flowers 

for many months of the year.

Cymbidium plants can grow quite large so if you 

choose to add a plant or two to your collection, be 

sure to set aside plenty of room. Miniature hybrids 

are available, but flowers are smaller, and the plants 

will still need a good amount of space. The parent 

species of most modern hybrids are found growing 

at higher altitudes, which suggests they prefer bright 

light and cooler temperatures. Cool temperatures are 

especially important for the formation of flowers so 

moving plants outdoors for the summer can be helpful 

– just remember to bring them inside before it gets too 

cold (plants will tolerate a light frost, but this is not 

recommended). Keep the potting mix moist but never 

soggy and provide as much humidity as you can.

Whether you grow your own or purchase cut flowers 

from a florist, cymbidium flowers provide boatloads  

of beauty.

LUNAR NEW YEAR MARKET
February 1, 7, 8, 14, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Included with admission

Celebrate the Lunar New Year with this 
vibrant indoor market. Local artisans sell 
crafts and fine art in Mitchell Hall in the 
Boettcher Memorial Center. Families can 
enjoy free drop-in activities and crafts during 
the market. The market is provided with 
support from the Far East Center.

ORCHID SHOWCASE
January 10 – February 16
Included with admission

Step into a tropical dream at the Orchid 
Showcase, where hundreds of orchids are on 
display. This lush, indoor celebration transforms 
the Orangery into a vibrant tapestry of color  
and texture — a perfect winter escape or 
Valentine’s week treat. Wander through clusters  
of exotic orchids and purchase orchids from  
local grower Fantasy Orchids, onsite Saturdays  
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. during the showcase. Pause, 
marvel and bring home a bit of beauty.

Cymbidium Claude Pepper. Photo by Nick Snakenberg botanicgardens.org | 76 | WINTER 2026
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FEATURED PROGRAMS

ADULT PROGRAMS
How to Host Your Own Tea Party
February 17, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
$47, $42 member

Join tea entrepreneur Margo Seymour Sparto, founder of Denver 
Tea Room, for a hands-on workshop designed to inspire joyful 
hosting. Participants receive her guide, “Host Your Own Classic 
Tea Party: A Simple Guide for Beginners.”

A New Gardener Boot Camp
March 14, 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
$100, $85 member

New to gardening and not sure where to begin? This beginner-
friendly, hands-on event is your perfect starting point! Designed 
specifically for the Front Range’s unique climate, gain the confidence, 
skills and inspiration to create a thriving garden—whether you’re 
working with a backyard, balcony or community plot. 

The Art of Perennial Gardening | ONLINE
April 7, 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
$60, $51 member

Bring your garden to life—year after year! Step into the  
colorful world of perennial gardening, where beauty meets 
sustainability. Whether you’re a seasoned green thumb or just 
starting out, this hands-on course will inspire you to create a 
garden that bursts with color, texture and life—season after season.

Yoga Alignments: Explore and Refine
January 29, February 12 & March 26, 5:30-7 p.m. 
$18, $15 member

In this workshop style class, we break down key yoga poses and 
movement mechanics to support alignment, stability and joy in your 
practice. Each session focuses on a specific posture or aspect of 
movement, offering clear guidance and mindful inspiration.

Curb Appeal – Beds that Pop
April 9, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
$45, $40 member

You don’t have to be a plant mixologist to dress up beds in front 
of your home. Jenny explores the concept of curb appeal and 
share planting strategies and plant combinations for different 
styles and colors of homes and conditions. 

SCHOOL OF BOTANICAL ART & ILLUSTRATION
Food for Thought | ONLINE
Fridays, February 6, March 6 & April 3  |  Noon -1 p.m.  
$10, free for members

Lunchtime Lectures for Creative Types
Feed your curiosity about the world of art. Whether you’re a total 
newbie, dedicated hobbyist or established artist, the Food for Thought 
lunchtime online lecture series offers insights into professional practices 
for artists and makers, highlighting emerging trends in the arts.

This season, learn from local arts organization experts, discover  
the history of Denver’s oldest art supply store and gain insights  
from a professional botanical artist. 

Monthly Themes: 
February 6: Women’s Caucus for Art 
March 6: The Life and Times of the Colored Pencil with Judd Meininger 
April 3: The Busy Botanical Artist with Wendy Hollender

TOURS
Dig deeper during tours with friendly, knowledgeable guides.

Love in Bloom Tour
Various days, dates and times  | $22, $14 member, $10 student

Discover the Botany of Romance
From that first coffee date to gifts of flowers, plants play an important 
role in our love lives. Explore how nature entwines with the most 
fundamental human emotion during a Love in Bloom Tour, offered 
throughout the month of February. 

Encounter Theobroma cacao. This unassuming tree plant is the source  
of chocolate, a beloved treat across the globe. The Theobroma cacao  
in the Boettcher Memorial Tropical Conservatory is nearly 30 years  
old and fruits regularly, producing pods that are left on the tree for 
guests to ponder and enjoy. Learn about this fascinating plant and 
many more we use to woo, seduce and entice. End your tour on a 
sweet note with a complimentary chocolate bar—or better yet, share  
it with someone you love.
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EXHIBITIONS, ART AND LEARNING ENGAGEMENT

Current Exhibitions
Through March 22

Agave: Symbol and Spirit
Uncover the story of agave, a hardy plant at  

the heart of Mexican culture, through works  

on loan from Museo de Las Americas.

Nourished: Works by Jazz Holmes
Experience Jazz Holmes’ vibrant paintings  

inspired by her Creole roots, honoring the plants 

and recipes that nourish body and soul.

Xochimilco: Works by  
Eduardo Robledo Romero
Experience the world of Eduardo Robledo’s 

dreamlike prints, where the landscape and 

heritage of Xochimilco, Mexico, intertwine  

with the spiritual power of nature.

Gather and 
		GROW

The Gardens focuses on plants of course, but it also focuses on people. The natural world and creative expression 
have direct, positive effects on our health and wellbeing. Through the restorative power of nature, creative 
expression and social connection, we offer experiences designed to help you pause, recharge and flourish.

In this section, we highlight select opportunities to bring you closer to your own wellbeing—through cooking, art, 
mindfulness and guided exploration.

Look for new opportunities to explore and connect this year.

Cooking | Let’s Halva Good Time 
Tuesday, January 27, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
$44, $39 member

Delight your senses and connect with the joy of 
making halva, a fudge-like treat, from scratch.

Art | Lunchtime Zentangle | ONLINE
Fridays, February 20, March 27 & April 24, 
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  
$40, $35 member

Take a mindful pause in your day with  
meditative doodling inspired by nature.

Art | Recipes and Memories
Wednesday, March 4, 5-8 p.m. 
$85, $65 member

Visit the exhibition Nourished: Works by Jazz  
Holmes then sample recipes and explore how  
our senses are informed by memory. 

Nature | Seasonal Discoveries Tour
Various dates and times 
$20, $12 member, $10 student

Explore the Gardens’ seasonal treasures and refresh 
your mind with a mindful stroll.

Wellness | Singing Bowl Workshop
Various dates, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
$50, $45 member

Experience the calming vibrations of sound  
and reconnect with your inner rhythm.

Wellness | Sweater Weather  
Yoga and Winter Tunes
January 20, February 18 & March 24, 6-7 p.m. 
$27, $24 member

Warm up with this cozy, candlelight vinyasa  
flow with live music and leave feeling blissful  
and balanced. 

Nourished | Jazz Holmes, Étouffée, oil paint and rhinestones, 2025.

Agave | Unknown artist, Untitled, paint on amate paper,  
mid-20th century. 

Xochimilco | Eduardo Robledo Romero, Carnaval, linocut print, 2023.

Opening April 18
Jaume Plensa:  
A New Humanism
Discover works by internationally 
celebrated sculptor Jaume Plensa 
in his first retrospective exhibition 
in the United States. Monumental 
outdoor sculptures and artworks 
inside the galleries celebrate 
unity, shared experiences and  
the human spirit.

Jaume Plensa, Awilda & Irma, steel, 2014. © 2025 Artists Rights 
Society (ARS), New York / VEGAP, Madrid. Photo courtesy of 
Cheekwood Estate & Gardens.

Programs that feed the senses, spark creativity and invite calm in nature.
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SEASON OF 
CHANGE

By Helena Nitz, Family and Children’s Program Coordinator

HELEN FOWLER LIBRARY

Icicles forming  
or dripping

The first signs  
of plant regrowth 

of spring

Changes in  
temperature

Animal footprints 
in the mud  

or snow

Color changes  
in the sky as the  

sun rises and sets

The shifting  
of shadows  

during the day

Snow turning  
crunchy or slushy

Birds returning  
or singing  

more often

RECOMMENDED READS TO
Root, Grow and Bloom

By Allaina Wallace, Associate Director of Education and Library, Head Librarian

FAMILY CORNER

The Helen Fowler Library maintains a collection of unique 
materials about plants and the many ways we connect 
with nature. Do you connect with plants and nature 
through art? Through writing? Through stories? Or do 
you connect more directly through the soil, garden or 
landscape? Perhaps the Gardens is your main point of 
connection. This connection with nature is how many of 
us find solace, joy or comfort when life brings change. 

Here are a few titles to explore that include topics 
such as the changes women go through, how art 
changes your brain, trans short stories, soil restoration 
and the history of the Gardens. We also have books 
for children about the resistance to change, recovery 
after change, rediscovery when life changes and a 
classic children’s tale of transformation and rebirth.

•	 “Why Women Grow: Stories of soil, sisterhood  
and survival” by Alice Vincent

•	 “Your Brain on Art: How the arts transform us”  
by Susan Magsamen and Ivy Ross

•	 “A Natural History of Transition: Stories”  
by Callum Angus

•	 “Dirt to Soil: One family’s journey into regenerative 
agriculture” by Gabe Brown

•	 “Firsthand: Creating gardens for all people”  
by Denver Botanic Gardens

•	 “Little Tree” by Loren Long  

•	 “Hello, Tree” by Ana Crespo;  
illustrated by Dow Phumiruk

•	 “Wildful” story and pictures by Kengo Kurimoto

•	 “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” by Eric Carle
Find these titles and more in our catalog.

Although winter might make our natural world appear frozen in place, Colorado is full of surprises from  
January to March. In one day, snow might melt or fall, changing the scene outside your window and over time 
the days grow longer and brighter. How many changes can you notice in just one day or over a longer period?
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EXPLORE THE WORLD  
with Denver Botanic Gardens

TRIPS & TRAVEL

The Gardens’ Center for Global Initiatives  
offers trips that traverse many continents.

Croatia: Flowers of the Dalmatian Coast
April 21-30

The dramatic twists and turns of the Dalmatian coast and 
its myriad islands present a beguiling landscape, ripe for 
exploration. Spring sees the waysides colored with wild irises, 
bold spurges and bright macchie shrubs. Hidden among these 
are a plethora of delicate orchids, fritillaries, anemones and 
cyclamen. The rugged limestone mountains hug the coast and 
rise steeply into different worlds where late snow is fringed by 
crocuses and pretty dog’s-tooth violets. The cooler, more humid 
hinterland offers a great contrast to the Mediterranean coast 
and nestled among their emerald beech woods is the waterfall 
wonderland of Plitvice. Denver Botanic Gardens’ Mike Bone, 
associate director and curator of steppe collection, hosts this trip.

Japan Garden Tour
November 1-10

This thoughtfully designed tour takes travelers through Tokyo, 
Kyoto and Osaka—three of Japan’s most iconic and culturally 
rich cities. Explore celebrated sites such as the Meiji Shrine, 
Fushimi Inari Shrine, Nijo Castle, Kinkaku-ji Temple and Osaka 
Castle, many of which are UNESCO World Heritage Sites.  
The itinerary features immersive experiences including a traditional 
rickshaw ride through a bamboo forest, a hands-on sushi-making 
class and a visit to the amazing digital art museum. Free time is 
woven throughout the journey for relaxation, shopping or personal 
exploration. Denver Botanic Gardens’ Panayoti Kelaidis, senior 
curator and director of outreach, hosts this trip.

Photo by John Shors Travel
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As we enter 2026, I reflect upon the 30 years  
of cohesive work the Gardens has led since the 
inception of the Research & Conservation Department.  
Our herbarium collections and seed collection program 
already existed, but formally designating a research 
department brought our biodiversity conservation 
efforts under a single umbrella, growing our impact. 
Over the years, we have worked tirelessly to document 
and safeguard rare plants and habitats across 
Colorado. Rare plant conservation and floristic and 
mycological surveys have been our bedrock, while the 
expansion of our studies into the urban landscape has 
changed the way we connect people with plants and 
contribute to global biodiversity conservation. 

Nature-based solutions coupled with actions taken  
to protect, sustainably manage or restore ecosystems  
to benefit biodiversity and human well-being are  
essential for responding to our changing climate.  
Our partnership with the High Line Canal Conservancy 
has helped both organizations understand and improve 
the health, biodiversity and function of the urban 
greenway. Assessments of green stormwater infrastructure 
are providing data on how these systems keep plants, soil 
and water connected. Our partnership with the Colorado 
Golf Association has led to enhanced native plant 
diversity and pollinator presence within the rough areas 

of the CommonGround Golf Course. Additional efforts 
have been focused on seed mixes and planting methods 
that result in the greatest restoration success. 

These studies and programs strengthen our 
contribution to global efforts to document, understand 
and conserve biodiversity. With the adoption of the 
Kunming–Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework 
(GBF) at COP15, the UN Biodiversity Conference 
held in Montreal in 2022, the stage is set for 
bold, collaborative action to halt biodiversity loss 
worldwide. Botanic gardens are positioned to lead 
these efforts and Denver Botanic Gardens is helping 
to shape the conversation. The Gardens is a partner 
in the Global Partnership for Plant Conservation and 
provided strategic input into Global Strategy for Plant 
Conservation 2030. All our work helps advance the 
targets of the GBF. While as a nation the way we do 
conservation work is changing with shifts in federal 
policy and funding, we are working collaboratively 
with public gardens across the country to adapt.  
We co-organized and participated in the Conservation 
Leadership Summit held at Atlanta Botanical Garden 
in August. We left the summit with a new mindset and 
a collaborative vision for a strategic, nationwide plan 
to drive conservation efforts forward and continue 
documenting and protecting biodiversity.

GROWING OUR IMPACT: 
30 Years of Biodiversity 

Conservation
Jennifer Ramp Neale, Ph.D., Director of Research & Conservation

RESEARCH & CONSERVATION
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CHATFIELD FARMS

Why is the Green Farm Barn red? Visitors are often 
curious about this seeming incongruity between 
name and color. The answer is both historical and 
practical—but first, a bit of background.

The barn appeared on Jefferson County tax rolls in 
1918. It was built by a company from Texas that had 
purchased the farm just before the end of World War I.

During the war, which began in 1914, American 
agriculture experienced a boom. With European 
countries unable to produce crops, demand for U.S. 
agricultural products surged. This led to skyrocketing 
prices for both crops and farmland. Speculators 
bought land, made minor improvements, and sold it  

at a profit to farmers hoping the boom would 

continue. However, after the war ended and Europe 

began to recover, crop prices fell sharply, leading to 

a farm depression in the 1920s.

The original owner of the farm who purchased it 

from the speculators eventually went bankrupt during 

this downturn. The Green family then purchased the 

property and successfully operated a dairy and duck 

farm. At one time, the hillside on the south side of 

Chatfield Farms was covered in duck pens and coops.

The barn is named after the Green family. But why is 

it red?

WHY IS CHATFIELD FARMS’ 
GREEN FARM BARN RED?
By Larry Vickerman, Director, Chatfield Farms

Historically, farmers used a mixture of linseed oil 
and rust (ferrous oxide) to seal and protect wood. 
This created a reddish color and was an affordable, 
effective method to prevent decay. When commercial 
paints became available, red remained a popular 
and economical choice. Over time, red became a 
traditional color for barns—one that continues today 
for both practical and aesthetic reasons.

So there you have it! That’s why the Green Farm 
Barn is red. It used to serve as the maintenance shop 
for Chatfield Farms, but since 2006, it has been a 
charming rental facility for meetings, weddings and 
other events. 

VOLUNTEER WITH US!
As the seasons change, now is a perfect time 
to consider joining us as an ongoing volunteer! 
Volunteers support horticulture, educational 
programming, the visitor experience and so 
much more. Learn more about the Gardens’ 
volunteer program and get specific details 
on both ongoing and special event volunteer 
opportunities at York Street, Chatfield Farms 
and Plains Conservation Center on our website 
or email us at vol@botanicgardens.org.  
New volunteer onboarding begins in March. 
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Donors of Distinction
Gifts received August 1, 2025 – October 31, 2025

Citizens of the  
Scientific & Cultural Facilities District

Anonymous
Kristen Abell
Kara Alexandrovic
Dr. Jandel Allen-Davis and Mr. Anthony Davis
American Endowment Foundation
Andrisen Morton Co
Charlie Antrim
Osman Apaydin
Applewood Seed Company
Axis Integrated Mental Health
Jeffrey Baldwin
Thomas and Diane Barrett
Lucas Barrowman and Carey Jones
Nina and McKay Belk
Carolyn Benoit
Scott Berry
Kathryn Birnbaum
Ian Bonesteel
Michael and Pam Booth
Bonnie Brae Liquor
Sis Carroll and Brooke Brown
Elle Bruno
Anne Burtchaell
Kathleen and Bruce Butterfield
Lacy and Graham Carroll
Nina Casanova Stenmark and  

Matthew Stenmark
Catering By Design
Center for Plant Conservation
Ms. Carol Chamberlain
Children's Hospital Colorado
Aenny Chung
Mr. and Mrs. Richard K. Clark
Marilyn R. Cleland
Sara Collyar
Leslie Colwell
Colorado Dermatologic Society
Mrs. Edward Connors
Corcoran Perry & Co.
COUNTRY Financial
Polly Cox
Mrs. Suzanne Coxhead and Thomas Coxhead
CU Denver Department of  

Landscape Architecture
DAFgiving360 

Eberly Family Charitable Fund 
Mordecai Heyman Family Fund

Sheila Davaney
David & Laura Merage Foundation
Mrs. John K. Davis III
Jane and Tim Davis
Dennis and Joyzelle Davis
Davis Graham & Stubbs, LLP
Davis Partnership Architects
DBC Irrigation Supply
Aina and Jefferson Deming
The Denver Foundation
Denver Water
Ginger and Glenn DeSimone
Marguerite and Tom Detmer
Lori Dietrich-Sayler

Katherine Dines and David Miller
Joy and Chris Dinsdale
Mr. Grady Durham and Lori Payne Durham
Jane and Reed Eberly
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Ebrahimi
Ebrahimi Family Foundation
Christy and Paul Eisman
Justin Eisner
Melissa Eliot
Estate of Brian R. Vogt
Kathleen Ferrando
Fidelity Brokerage Services
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund 

Jonathan Bentley and Marc Boreham 
Mr. and Mrs. William Fink 
Susan and William Fink Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Smith

Gabe Finke and Molly McCray-Finke
Fitzsimons Credit Union
Francine and Victoria Floerke
Ms. Mary D. Fowler
Margot Gilbert Frank
Dr. and Mrs. Stuart Frankel
Kiaana Franklin
Niki Frantz and Jeffrey Frantz
Kristy Frederick
Ms. Cory Freyer
Chris Fullerton
Lindsay Morton Gaiser and Drew Gaiser
Kristine Gallagher
Mrs. Cheryl Anne Gaulke
Laurie Gianturco and Neil Swinton
Genesee Mountain Foundation
GH Phipps Construction Companies
Pat Giarritano and Janina Kozacka
Miriam Gilbert 
Mrs. Brooke Gordon and Mr. Thomas Gordon
Patrick Gourley
Newell Grant
Mrs. Rhondda Grant
Amanda Gurr
Robert Hahn
Mary Harreld
Elin Harrington-Schreiber
Susan and Michael Hawes
Aimee Henry
Greg Holle
Mr. and Mrs. Graham E. Hollis
Michael and Kaye Hurtt
Hyster-Yale Materials Handling
Teresa and Christine Immel
James J. and Joan A. Gardner  

Family Foundation
Eric Jensen
Suzanne and Maxwell Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Rex Jones
JP Morgan Charitable Giving Fund
Dilek Kaufman
Saree Kayne
Barbara J. Kelley
Ms. Lisa Kerns
Mr. Peter Kiernan IV
Stephanie and Jack Koraleski

Ms. Sylvia J. Kreider
Robin and Todd Larabee
The LARRK Foundation
Lifetime Home Remodeling
Catherine and Jayson Lipsey
Christopher Little
Loving Life Host Homes
Ms. Susan B. Mammel
Debbie and Gary Mandelbaum
Marczyk Fine Foods
Mrs. Sharon Martin
Thomas Martino
Regina Masem-Lammers and Keith Lammers
Bryant McCarthy
Alyssa McCulloch and Isobel Feiges
Aaron and Leslie McNulty
Erin Medlin and Andrzej Wojcieszynski
David and Laura Merage
Joanne Meras
Deirdre Mercurio and Jim Mercurio
Mike's Camera
Bruce W. Miller
J. Kent Miller
Anne B. Mills
Mrs. Amber Misgen
Molson Coors Beverage Company USA, LLC
Betsy Mordecai Heyman and Gareth Heyman
Sarah Morgan and Oscar Brown
Greg Movesian and Jack D. Finlaw, Jr.
Duane Mujica and Hillary Locke
Mythology Distillery
National Philanthropic Trust 

J.P. Morgan Charitable Giving Fund 
David & Laura Merage Foundation

Lindsay Naughton
Mrs. Doreen V. Near
NitaHome
Northern Trust Bank
David Olson
Ronald Otsuka
Lori Palazzolo
Daniel Paulien
Lisa Peloso and Vikas Patel
Moni Pawlowski
Lise Pedereon
Mrs. Marjorie A. Petersen
Karen E. Pfeifer
Denise Pitner and Michelle Puyear
Polestar Denver
Linda Poletti and John A. Madden
Carl Polhemus
Michael Porter and Cheryl Longtin
Annie and Joey Proietti
Nancy A Qualls and Kathleen Phillips
Tim and Karen Quast
Rancho La Puerta
Joseph and Caroline Rassenfoss
RBC Wealth Management
Ms. Martha Records and Mr. Richard Rainaldi
Ms. Laura Redstone
Lindsay Reimers
Trina and Scott Reisch
Hugh L. Rice and Mary B. Schaefer

Yrma Rico

Trude Ridley

Rose Community Foundation

Ellin Rosenthal and Ronald Faleide

Tara Ruberg

Nancy Rudeen

S&P Global

Coleen and Zack Sanders

Barbara and Hank Schaller

Nathan Schacht

Becky and Brian Schaub

Caroline Schomp

Mr. and Mrs. Barney Schotters

BJ Scott

Mrs. Cynthia Y. Scott and Mr. Peter Scott

Rordan Shane

Edward Erickson and Dea Shea

Kimberley Sherwood

Mrs. Merrill Shields and  

Dr. M. Ray Thomasson

Patricia A. Shikes

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Sisk, Jr.

Mary and George Sissel

Amy Skinner and Richard Brandon

Sky Blue Airport Enterprises

Stephen E. Snyder

Maureen Soffin

Heather Spring

Emilie Ailts Staible, C.H.

Sterling Ranch Development Company

Joyce Stockley

Suzanne and Michael Strear

The Sturm Family Foundation

Mrs. Janet L. Taggart

Teammates Commercial Interiors

Joey Terriquez

Alexa and Janna Tetzlaff

University of Colorado Medicine

Brooke Vaughn and Jason Pierce

Vine Street Pub & Brewery

Virginia W. Hill Foundation

Mr. Eric Vera

Melissa Wagasky and Jared Kleinstein

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey J. Wagner

Rick Walker

Elizabeth and Josh Weigand

Mr. Gil Weintraub and Dr. Christine Baugh

Megan and Piers Wendlandt

John Westcott

Jana and Brian Wilkinson

Mr. Mark W. Williams

Anya and Philip Winslow

Beryla Wolf

Karen and Ian Wolfe

Kenneth and Janet Wolfgram

Amy Wood

Karen S. Woods

Deborah and David Younggren

Stephanie Zaitz

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Zaparanick

Robert Zedaker

Jennifer Zullo

2026 Board  
of Trustees

OFFICERS
Mary Lee Chin, Board Chair

Marianne Sulser, Vice Chair

Abe Rodriguez, Treasurer

Diane Barrett, Secretary

Mike Imhoff,  

Immediate Past Chair

TERM TRUSTEES
Jose Carredano

Dr. Clint Carroll

Papa M. Dia

Melissa Eliot

Veronica Figoli

Cory Freyer

Dr. Dorothy Horrell

Ding Wen Hsu

Suzanne Johnson

Darryl Jones

Christopher Leach

Wy Livingston

Ron Otsuka

Jon Rauchway

Yrma Rico

Alan Salazar

Kendra Sandoval

Emma Schwarz

Hollie Seeley

Brad Stevinson

MAYORAL TRUSTEES
Dr. Christine Baugh

Nina Casanova

Tiffany Herrick

Eliot Hoyt

TRUSTEES EMERITI
Kathy Hodgson

Judi Newman 

Scott Richards

EX-OFFICIO TRUSTEES
Mike Imhoff, President,  

Denver Botanic Gardens 

Endowment, Inc.

Jolon Clark, Denver Parks  

& Recreation 

Julie Egan, Denver  

Debutante Ball 

Amy Mower, President,  

Garden Club of Denver

Colleen O’Connor,  

President, Denver Botanic 

Gardens Guild
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Honor/Memorial Contributors
Gifts received August 1, 2025 – October 31, 2025

IN MEMORY
In memory of Baby Amos
Lauren and Bryan Amos

In memory of Cara Bechter
Jeff Bourland

In memory of Judy Berry
Scott Berry

In memory of Rachel T Billings
Heather Munoz

In memory of Patricia Ann Blair
June Clayton

In memory of Stewart Bliss
Erica Eng
Mr. Dennis Hamann
Maria Mitchell

In memory of Barby Belle Borchardt
Maureen Soffin

In memory of Jim Borland
Mr. Dennis Hamann
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Sarow

In memory of Donnie Cline
Elizabeth Froemke

In memory of Crystal Anne (Epple) Crowley
Joan Hill
Charlene and Larry McArthur

In memory of Marie E. Doherty
Jennifer Doherty and Steven A Sbkiak

In memory of Brian Vogt
David & Laura Merage Foundation
Mr. Dennis Hamann
Sue and Lee Janssen
JP Morgan Charitable Giving Fund
Betsy Kelson
Kay and Ken Malo
Marilyn Moses
National Philanthropic Trust

In memory of Addison Fahlberg
Anonymous
Martha Cearley

In memory of Virginia Febinger
Nancy Rudeen

In memory of Mary B. Fox
Evelyn Fox

In memory of Michaela Frederick
Kristy Frederick

In memory of Deborah Gass
Charles and Kathleen Gass
Jeff Gass
Mary and Ken George
Rita Gutierrez
Stephanie and Jack Koraleski
Jan Krist
Rosealie Liebovich
Doerthe Obert
Beverly Poirier

In memory of Charlie Grant
Gertrude Grant

In memory of Carol Tierney Griesemer
Fidelity Brokerage Services
Dr. James Griesemer

In memory of Richard Grozier
Jim Hammersmith

In memory of Barbara Hoyt Johnson
Mark Sunderland

In memory of Debbie
Marcee and Kohl Kinning

In memory of Tinka Kurtz
Johanna Elizabeth Kelly and William Yancey
Kay and Ken Malo
Diane and William Schneider

In memory of Carol Leder
Megan Leder

In memory of Bridget A. Lucero
Valorie Vasquez

In memory of Brandon Mandelbaum
Debbie and Bob Ahrenholz

In memory of Elizabeth McCarthy
Fidelity Brokerage Services
Bryant McCarthy

In memory of Raymond Near
Mrs. Doreen V. Near

In memory of Viola Ryder Nicholson
Connie Ferguson

In memory of Peggy O'Brien
Paul Grohne

In memory of Elizabeth Plowman
Ian Bonesteel

In memory of Josh Reynolds
Jonathan Bentley and Marc Boreham
Teddy Black
Blackbaud
Trevor Bron
Patrick Powell Marc Champion
Spencer Childs
Sinjin Close
Nick Dale
Michael Davenport
Karina Delaney
Devin Elliott
Daniel Erhardt
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Caitlin Finn
John and Sarah Finn
Cameron Gaulke
Mrs. Cheryl Anne Gaulke
Glenmade Corporation
Nathan Grohmann
Brock Haft
Cam Hill
Amanda Jarvis
Graham Kaltenbach
Brenda Karanja
Carrie Koch
Kevin Kurtzner
Kevin Kwak
Julie Kyte
Andrew Loberg
Garrett and Danny MacDonald
Rob and Kyle Schreiner/Martelon
Brandon McDonough
Ryan McKeel
Sean Morse
Helen Oh
Yun Oudaha

Chase Penrose
Jorge Pesqueria
Drew Peterson
Emily Pierce
Thomas Porter
Irit Lockhart Roberts
Matt Sauve
Nathan Schacht
Michael Shank
Walker Shaw
Michael Simmons
Daniel Stevens
John Tanchuan
Benjamin Teevan
Nick and Stan Brunger/Thompson
Michelle Topf
Minamaree Tudor
Alex Waite

In memory of Skylar Schambs
Faith Pescatore

In memory of Peggy Warner Shields
National Philanthropic Trust
Mrs. Merrill Shields and  

Dr. M. Ray Thomasson

In memory of John Spaulding
Diane Evans

In memory of Bea Taplin
Mrs. Joan Carey Bell and Mr. Robert H. Bell
Mr. Robert H. Bell and Mrs. Joan Carey Bell
Mrs. Edward Connors
DAFgiving360
Victoria Emery
Mr. and Mrs. Frank B. Freyer III
Stephen Galpern
Hyster-Yale Materials Handling
Johanna Elizabeth Kelly and William Yancey
Kay and Ken Malo
Mrs. Sharon Martin
Robert and Judi Newman
John and Deborah Reed
Diane and William Schneider
Ms. Ann L Schrader and Mr. Rusty Felton
Michael Simmons
St. Anne's Episcopal School Community
Victoria Emery Fund
Deborah and David Younggren

In memory of Ted Washburne
Caroline Rapalyea and Sam Miller

In memory of Cynthia Zellmer
Wallace A. Zellmer

IN HONOR
In honor of the Bonsai Garden Volunteers
A. and Fred Buschhoff

In honor of Ashley Guesman
Paul and Becky Erlendson

In honor of Lil Mads
Alyssa Hester

In honor of Mareill Kiernan
Lacy and Graham Carroll
Mr. Peter Kiernan IV

In honor of Elizabeth and Josh Weigand
DAFgiving360
Eberly Family Charitable Fund
Jane and Reed Eberly
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Stay connected to the Gardens!
botanicgardens.org

http://botanicgardens.org
https://www.facebook.com/denverbotanicgardens
https://www.instagram.com/denverbotanic/
https://www.youtube.com/user/DenverBotanicGardens
https://www.tiktok.com/@denverbotanic

